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“cc HERE can I buy it ?”” Have you ever asked 
this question, when a friend has told you of 
some new church or Sunday-school. accessory tried 
and found exceptionally efficient? But why wait for 
friends to tell you? The practice of reacing the ad- 
vertising columns of The Sunday School Times will 
| bring you first-hand much valuable and suggestive 








information. 














Come Unto Me 


By Robert Krumly 


I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.—John 14:6. 

WANDERER, the wilderness is deep, 
And there is neither guide nor pathway there ; 

The untrod mountainside is hard and steep; 

The trackless desert holds the hidden snare. 
Why wilt thou wander on from day to day ? 
Come unto me, —I am the Way! 


The cloak of mystery hangs over all, 
The world’s uncertainties are numberless ; 
The clouds and mists confuse, alarm, appall, 
And man’s vast ignorance is man’s distress. 
O gray-haired seekers, and O doubting youth, 
Come unto me, —I am the Truth. 


How dark the night within the soundless tomb ! 
And darker still the black midnight of sin! 
And blacker yet the rebel’s fearful doom 
When Death and Hell their endless reign begin! 
Why perish, when thine hour with hope is rife ? 
Come unto me, —I am the Life! 








The Continual Miracle 


Continuous joy is a miracle. The Christian re- 
ligion is the only one that offers this miracle. 
“Heathenism has no hymn books. Buddhism, Brah- 
manism, Confucianism, Mohammedanism, and pagan- 
ism do not break forth into songs of joy. How could 
this be expected of religions whose gods inspire only 
fear and dread? Charles E. Scott, of China, de- 
scribes the Buddhist chants as ‘weird’ with a ‘vein of 
sadness in them as of joy unattained, of hope unreal- 
izable,’ and goes on to say, ‘They give many people 
a sense of unutterable homesickness.” But the key- 
note of Christianity is joy. We read of Christ that 
he was anointed with the oil of gladness above all his 
fellows. The Psalmist says, “I will bless the Lord 
at all times: his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth.” In the Epistles the Holy Spirit sounds the 
same note: “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I 
say, Rejoice.” “Joyful in all tribulation.” “With 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.” “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers test- 
ings.” “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” On 
the other hand, God warned Israel: “Because thou 


servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and 
with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things; 
therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the 
Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, 
and in nakedness, and in want of all things’ (Deut. 
28:47). Are we serving the Lord with the joy and 
gladness which he requires and provides, or is some- 
thing robbing us of this miracle of divine strength — 
unceasing joy? 
ya 


Christ “‘ Lifted Up”— How? 


No man can “lift up’ Christ. Even the Holy 
Spirit, whose mission today on earth is to glorify 
Christ, does not and cannot “lift up” our Lord. There 
are few verses of Scripture more constantly and com- 
pletely misunderstood and misquoted than the one in 
which Christ spoke of his being “lifted up.” Most 
people think he said, “And I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto me.” They quote the verse in this 
incorrect way, and draw from it the lesson that if 
only we present Christ to men, telling them about his 
beauty of character and his love, it is all that is neces- 
sary: simply bring men into contact with Christ, and 
he will draw them unto him, But the verse does not 
say that. It does not mean that. The misquotation 
leaves out three vitally important words, which en- 
tirely change that mistaken sense. Our Lord said: 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me” (John 12:32). Just what does he 
mean by that? The next verse immediately tells us: 
“This he said, signifying what death he should die.” 
He said the same thing in another way to Nicodemus: 
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life’ (John 3:14, 15). Christ was not glo- 
rified on the cross; he was, as our Substitute, there 
accursed. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is writ- 
ten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 
3:13).. That is what our Lord meant by his being 
“lifted up” so that the whole human race might be 
drawn unto him with God’s offer of redemption. In 
other words, lifting up Christ, as God’s Word uses 
this expression, means only one thing: his death on 
Calvary. 

The practical lesson to be drawn from recogniz- 
ing this common misuse of Scripture is that we should 
be warned against the danger of thinking it is enough 
to tell men merely what Christ is. That cannot save 
a single soul. Not what Christ is, but what Christ has 
done, is the Gospel.. Because Christ was willing to 
be lifted up, and. “became obedient unto death, even 


the death of the cross,” therefore “God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name” (Phil. 2:8, 9). That is God's 
lifting up of Christ, of an entirely different sort. It is 
our blessed duty and privilege to exalt and glorify 
Christ before men today; but we must not cheat them 
of the knowledge of the Gospel. We must tell them 
how Christ was lifted up on the Cross, being made 
their sin for them, that they might be saveé. It is 
possible to talk much about Christ, and tell men about 
his beauty of character, and yet so to leave out the 
blood Gospel that they will not be saved. But it is 
never possible to present the plan of salvation clearly 
and Scripturally to men, showing what Christ’s death 
meant and why he died, without exalting Christ. It 
is a sinister fact that Christ is more talked about to- 
day by more people throughout the whole world than 
ever before in the history of the world, while the 
most of this talk about Christ saves no one. Not 
what Christ is, but what Christ has done, is the way 
of salvation. Even God himself can never again “lift 
up” Christ as the Lord said He must be lifted up: 
for that, praise.God, was done “through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 


10:10). 
x 
A Scientist’s “Sad Example” 


Many scientists who claim to desire truth above 
all else have closed their minds to God’s written truth. 
But in every generation there have been, as there are 
today, scientists who welcome the truths of révelation 
as well as of nature. The two hundredth anniversary 
of the death of Sir Isaac Newton is being observed 
this year. He has been called “certaiiily the greatest 
man of science, and perhaps the greatest intellect, that 
the human race has seen.” George McCready Price 
has written an illuminating study of Newton as a 
man of science and a Christian, which will appear in 
next week’s issue of the Times. After showing 
his immense contributions to science, he mentions New- 
ton’s interest in Scripture prophecy, especially Daniel 
and Revelation. Newton said he thought a well-known 
passage in~Daniel meant “that much swifter means 
of travel would yet be found; he would not be sur- 
prised if people some day would be traveling at the 
rate of fifty miles an hour.” This “foolish” sugges- 
tion of “incredible” speed almost took people’s breath 
away. And the great infidel Voltaire cited Sir Isaac 
Newton’s comment on Daniel as “an awful warning 
against the idea of taking the Bible literally; in his 
view it was a sad example of how a study of the 
prophecies had led a wonderfully wise man to make 
an utter fool of himself.” 


Alone With God 


IDWINTER in Switzerland. The middle-aged 

Christian pauses near the summit of the slope 

to look back toward the valley whence he has 
come. It is his favorite walk, but a solitary one. 
The others from the village prefer another nearby, 
smoother, better kept, and on its stretch there are 
many constantly mounting or descending, and there 
is much laughter and badinage to be heard. 

Near the summit our Christian stops. For several 
days, just at this point, he has had a special blessing 
from the Lord, and he has begun to consider it as a 
sort of trysting place with his beloved Master. On 
a preceding day, the first of the New Year, an assur- 
ance from the Thirty-seventh Psalm had twice been 
given him, “The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord.” That New Year’s day on the hill-top he 
had heard the voice of the Lord, confirming to his 
heart the truth from the written page. 

He was facing a year of separation from those he 
loved; of long journeyings, of arduous toil; and thus 
he was given to see and understand that there was 
One preparing before him each new step he should be 
called upon to tread. It was beautifully reassuring, 
and he felt that for him now there could be no un- 
known or uncertain future; all was foreknown and 
prepared by One of perfect intelligence and love. 


This later day, as he paused at the special place of 
blessing, he gazed long behind him to the valley. There 
were the small houses of the villagers, looking very 
snug and comfortable. There also were the great 
hotels, standing huge and magnificent amid the 
snow. Somehow he felt stifled at the thought of these 
hotels, the perpetual jazz, the continuous sight of half- 
dressed women and girls lounging about in careless 
attitudes, their heads close-cropped, téte de chien (a 
dog’s head) a Swiss fellow-Christian boldly called 
this coiffure. To our middle-aged Christian these wo- 
men of fashion were anomalous creatures, with their 
shaven heads appearing neither men nor women; not 
young, not old; the gracious dignity of womanhood 
gone from them, ‘another departed glory as that of 
Ichabod. : : 

Once again he turned his face to the heights. Be- 
fore him the glorious triple-peaked Blumlisalp reared 
its great bulk; to the right and left arose lesser moun- 
tains of surpassing beauty. Into his heart came peace. 
“The Lord who changeth not” was on his side. “In 
the world, yet not of it,” was his case. A _ three- 
peaked mountain before his eyes—to his mind came 
three phrases detached from their context, “I will 
allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
comfortably unto her” (Hos. 2:14). What was the 
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difference between himself and the devotees of fashion 
and pleasure in the valley? Only that he had followed 
the alluring voice of the Holy Spirit. 

First of all, that Voice had created within his heart 
a discontent —a discontent with what the world had 
to offer, a glimpse of the futility of the existence he 
had hitherto led, child of God though he was; dis- 
content with his spirityal experience and attainments, 
and a great longing, while yet there was time, to know 
the Lord as others of his saints had known him, 

That alluring Voice had called him to separation, 
to the forgetting and forsaking of the past, and to the 
coming apart to the Lord in a full and unequivocal 
surrender. Oh! the glad day when he had yielded 
obedience to the “Alluring Voice,” the newness and 
glory of the life “hid with Christ in God” since then! 

Yes, he had left the “valley” of a carnal worldly 
walk behind him forever. 

“And bring her into the wilderness.” There was the 
rugged, steep path behind him by which he had as- 
cended, like a desert. And there also had not been 
wanting the wilderness testings in weakness of body. 
“Why,” he sometimes asked himself, “when a full 
strength could be so utilized for the glory of God, as 
never before in my life?” But when he saw the 
fruits of his sufferings showing forth in a new ten- 
derness and understanding toward others who also 
suffered, then he began to know the why of his test- 
ings. There came a new grasp on the promises of 
God, and a more childlike faith with which he ac- 
cepted and appropriated them. 

There were wilderness testings that cut still deeper, 
when he must see those he loved best suffer. But that, 
too, brought forth its fruit in sanctified and beautiful 
relationships. 

It was a wilderness ‘esting when early in the morn- 
ing he would be awakened by a cloud of dread dark- 
ness seeming to envelop him and shut out the face of 
God. He could not seem to pray then, or feel, or 
see, but only repeat the words of one sorely tested of 
old, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” 
Another saint of God, passing through such a night 
of terror, emerged from it with his heart (the physical 
Organ itself) displaced through his agony of soul; but 
through it all he kept saying, “Lord, whatever comes, 

shall love thee all the same,” and he emerged at 
length with peace of soul and healing of body. 

Sometimes when he went to prayer, this place the 
most desired and beloved of all, he would find access 
to God seemingly impossible, while around him and 





“The Christ of the Indian Road” 


Letters keep coming to The Sunday School Times 
asking for its opinion of a widely circulated and much 
discussed book, “The Christ of the Indian Road,” by 
E. Stanley Jones. These letters vary greatly in what 
they say about the book. Some of the writers are 
enthusiastic Over its message. Some criticize it severely, 
Some are in doubt, and want guidance. Meantime the 
book is reaching a steadily increasing circle. First 
published in September, 1925, it was reprinted three 
times before the end of that year, and some eighteen 
times since then. That it is exerting a powerful in- 
fluence upon many there can be no doubt. Is that in- 
fluence good or bad? 


A missionary in China writes: 


I presume you have read Stanley Jones’ book, “The 
Christ of the Indian Road,” haven’t you? If not, 
please don’t miss it. I don’t know when I have read 
any book on missionary work that I have found more 
stimulating and interesting. 


Dr. James M. Gray, President of the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, has written: 


Has The Sunday School Times contained any review 
of “The Christ of the Indian Road,” by Stanley Jones? 
If so, please tell me the issue in which it appeared. The 
book impresses me very unfavorably. 


A well-known barrister in Canada writes: 


The book entitled “The Christ of the Indian Road” is 
having a tremendous sale and is very highly commended 
in certain quarters. I have not noticed in The Sunday 
School Times any review of the book. Dr. Hodge of 
Princeton reviewed it unfavorably in The Presbyterian. 
I have been wondering if your paper has given it any 
attention. I think it would be timely if The Sunday 
School Times spoke out on the matter. 


Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, who with her husband has been traveling widely 
in America this spring, writes: 


Would you not feel it wise to write a critical review of 
“The Christ of the Indian Road”? Wherever we go 
we find people troubled and confused by this plausible 
book m which there is so much that is beautiful and 
true, but mingled with such deadly error. 
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about him there raged the powers of hell. Then all 
he could do was to wait, and wait, repeating the prom- 
ises he knew so well; counting on God ultimately to 
deliver him: and if only he waited long enough, not 
allowing himself to be worn out by Satan, the blessed 
deliverance came, with the stilling of the storm — the 
Voice of God upon the waters. He learned in those 
days not only the need of waiting upon the Lord, but 
waiting patiently for the Lord (Psa. 40:1). And— 
blessed result — “He inclined unto me, and heard my 
cry.” 

When the solitude of the way oppressed his heart 
almost beyond bearing, then Satan would come, 
smoothly inquiring, “Can it be that you alone are 
right, and all these others of more liberal doctrinal 
views, of larger enjoyment of the world, are 
wrong?” - 

Again, he whose heart had become as never before 
tender and loving must bear the reproach of being in- 
tolerant, bigoted, narrow minded, reactionary in the 
spiritual domain, and so on. 

It was a wilderness testing when he had to reprove, 
and even sever fellowship with others as orthodox 
as himself, yet who had not kept to a sane and bal- 
anced faith but had lapsed into extreme and fanatical 
doctrinal positions. How he grieved over these, who 
were bringing such reproach upon the faith! 

But always there remained the glory of that last 
clause of the triple-peaks of Hosea, “And speak com- 
fortably unto her.” 

Can anyone that has not waited through the long, 
dark hours of the night of testing, or through the times 
when the face of the Lord seemed to be hidden, until 
the moment when the “still! small voice” of the Lord 
spoke, bringing the peace that passeth understanding,— 
understand the exceeding joy of the “comfortable 
speech” of the Lord? Is there any joy on earth that 
could equal it? Oh, the pity that the Christian world 
should be so busy, or so unwilling, to wait patiently 
through the hour of testing, seeking rather a short- 
cut through, and so miss the moment when the tur- 
moil ceases by divine intervention, and when with sud- 
den peace his comforting Voice speaks to the spirit. 

“I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me” (Psa. 
119: 75). 

The Christian traveler hag had his message for the 
day, and with the “comfortable Voice” of his Lord 
—* in his heart 4:',*s$2ces his steps to the valley 

elow. 








It is sad that fa well-known religious journal] 
should so strongly defend the book. ... 

Clearly Dr. Jones is flattered and impressed by the 
Indians’ use of words such as “Christian,” “Christlike,” 
etc., and by their increasing admiration of Christ’s char- 
acter. We believe that it is but another case of say- 
ing, “Lord, Lord,’ but refusing to do the will of the 
Father in repentance and public confession after ac- 
cepting cleansing by the Blood. 

Dr. Jones’ idea seems to be to superimpose the Chris- 
tian faith upon the best in their ancient faiths (which 
we believe to be Satanic in.origin and control) as if 
a fountain could “send forth at the same place sweet 
water and bitter” (Jas. 3: 11). 

Dr. Jones wishes to crown India’s instinct for religion 
by Christianity as the capstone: to complete their lives, 
as it were, by Christ. 

I believe you would be doing a real service by analyz- 
ing this book. 


Robert C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia Bible 
School (Columbia, S. C.), writes: 


I am finding such great and increasing enthusiasm 
over this book, not only in student circles but among 
spiritual church leaders, that I am wondering whether 
some definite warning ought not to be seunded. . . 
Dr. Albert Sidney Johnson, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, N. C., is much concerned 
about the way the book is being exploited. You may 
recall that Ghandi is played up, in it, as a wonderful 
exponent of the real spirit of Christianity. ‘ 


As indicative of the way sound Christian workers 
have been misled, the Times knows of a devoted con- 
servative Christian in Canada, on fire with mission- 
ary fervor, who has rendered real service by bringing 
evangelical speakers of prominence to many of the 
smaller communities, and who is enthusiastic about 
this book and introduces it wherever he can. Again, 
in the Northwest is a Christian woman wha has cir- 
culated many sound books, and who is unreservedly 
commending Dr. Jones’ book to her constituency. 

It is an interesting fact that Modernists and Lib- 
erals are heartily commending the book. An Ontario 
Christian writes: 


A missionary on furlough was my guest, and we were 
discussing this book (which neither ef us had read). 
She told me that a man well known for his Modernistic 
tendencies, which are quite outspoken and pronounced, 
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had recommended “The Christ of the Indian Road” 
to the young people’s society in her home church, 

I could not solve the apparent anomaly —that it 
should be recommended in the columns of a Canadian 
paper that stands for the old faith and also by the per- 
son referred to. Can you explain? 


We are perplexed by so many things these days, espe- 
cially when we think of the boys and girls, and we 
want to be sure that we put nothing in their hands 
that will pave the way for Liberal thinking. 


From a reader in Manitoba comes the following: 


I am very glad you published that editorial note, 
“Whose Christ?” and would be glad to see a fuller 
criticism of that crooked Indian Road or trail that 
seems to me to discount our Bible, Old and New Testa- 
ments, produced in the fullness of time by a real plenary 
inspiration, in favor of an Indian edition produced un- 
der modern inspiration, that will probably make room 
for evolution and anti-supernaturalism generally, in na- 
ture and all religions, even the prospective up-to-date 
revised, revamped, corrected compromised Christ of 
Eastern conception. 


A discerning member of the Board of Missions of 
the California Yearly Meeting of Friends Church 
writes: 


Would you please discuss the attitude of many mis- 
sionary writers of late in demanding that missionaries 
of the cross recagnize all the good that other religions 
possess and use this as the basis upon which to build 
Christian faith and life? Would you give particular 
attention to Stanley Jones’ book, “The Christ of the 
Indian Road”? 


In an unusual letter from a Texas Sunday-school 
worker, discussing sound and unsound teacher-training 
courses and books, the writer says: 


And now will you add to your kindness by giving me 
your frank opinion of “The Christ of the Indian Road,’ 
by E. Stanley Jones? It is a beautiful book, but it does 
not ring altogether true to me. . 

I don’t want to be prejudiced, but such passages as 
the following give me pause: “I found myself bobbing 
up and down that line fighting behind Moses and Da- 
vid and Jesus and Paul and modern civilization.” 


[After quoting another passage, which will be dis- 
cussed next week in The Sunday School Times, this 
writer continues]: Am I wrong in thinking that Dr. 
Jones’ teaching resembles somewhat that of Shailer 
Mathews, of the University of Chicago: ‘We used to 
regard the foreign missionary as trying to save brands 
from the burning. Now we see he is also putting 
out the conflagration. He is a messenger of good will, 
an ambassador of the higher internationalism of the 
kingdom of God. . . . The new social interest of Frot- 
estant Christianity wants to save men into Heaven by 
embodying the principles of the kingdom of Heaven in 
the state. It is less concerned in rescuing people than 
in educating them to keep them out of danger.” 

And™George A. Coe’s words: “The modern foreign 
missionary movement started out as an effort to rescue 
individuals from sin by preaching. It is now transform- 
ing itself into co-operation with the socially constructive 
forces of the peoples to the end that the level of the 
whole civilization may be raised,” etc. 


I may be wrong. I ask for help to see my mistake 
if I am making one. It is such a beautiful book! 


A dry goods merchant in Ohio writes: 


The complaint I have to make about The Sunday 
School Times is that it does not come often enough, 
as I-read it through in two or three evenings. I would 
also like to ask a question. Is this book, “The Christ 
of the Indian Road,’ by E. Stanley Jones, a safe book 
for young folks to read? Please answer through the 
Times. 


When a personal friend of the Editor of the Times 
sent him a copy of this book, some time ago, heartily 
commending it to his reading, the Editor wrote in 


‘reply as follows: 


May I thank you for your kindness in sending’ me 
a copy of Stanley Jones’ book. I have now read a good 
deal of it with deep interest. I am going on to read 
the book through very closely and carefully, for it 
is proving to be an unexpected study in Modernism. 
I don’t know whether it will surprise you to have me 
say this or not. But I fear that Dr. Jones has gotten 
pretty far astray from the Gospel, and from the true 
purpose of Christian missions, even though he makes 
Christ so central in his message and thoughts. . ... 
There are so many statements throughout his book, 
so far as I have read it, that are unscriptural and con- 
trary to the Gospel, that it may well make one’s heart 
ache, 


In the leading editorial of next week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times this remarkable volume will be 
reviewed at length. 
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What The Sunday School Times is seeking to do 
through the every week issue of the paper it is like- 
wise seeking to do in the publishing of books. Back 
of the Book Department of The Sunday School Times 
és the steady purpose to find and to publish books that 
are really needed in the Christian life and in Christian 
service. Descriptive lists of book publications will 
be sent free to those who will address The Sunday 
Schoot Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
del phia, 
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The Tragedy of Israel’s Zeal for God 


Orthodox Jewry’s ‘‘ going about to establish their own righteousness ”’ 
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orthodox Jew believes that before the male child 

is born the Angel Gabriel, who is the patron angel 
of the Jewish child, teaches him the whole of the Law. 
He also educates him in seventy languages; but just 
before the little baby is born, care is taken to make 
the child forget all that he has been taught. This is 
done. by hitting him upon the upper lip, thus every 
little Jewish boy when he is born cries because of the 
severity of the blow which he has received. The 
groove on the upper lip is the result of this blow. 

We find many Jewish traditions and stories about 
certain prodigies. Some wonderful boys were too 
quick for the angel to administer to them the blow 
upon the upper lip, therefore they were born with all 
the faculties and all the knowledge acquired before 
birth. A certain Jewish child when his mother wished 
to nurse him said, “Oh, no, mother, I must first of 
all offer a blessing to God before I am fed.” These 
are not mere fairy tales, but are believed by thou- 
sands in Israel. 

The Jewish male child is born in superstitious fear 
that is not merely legendary. It is firmly held by 
practically all the Jewish people throughout the world 
and it is known as the fear of “Lilith.” Hench a 
shmirak was prepared, a protection or kind of amulet. 
This amulet has the names of Shadei, the Watcher of 
Israel, the names of the patriarchs and mothers in 
Israel, particularly the name of Elijah the prophet, 
the names of the angels Michael and Gabriel, and a 
hand to drive away all the evil spirits. This shmirah 
is put on the doors, windows, bed, and on every place 
‘where there is an entrance or opening, to protect the 
-newly born child. Even after these precautions this 
Lilith has done mischief, so for the first eight days 
of the newly born baby’s life a rabbi comes with lit- 
tle children in the evening to say prayers at the bed- 
side of the mother and child, and the children are 
afterward entertained with sweets, 


Before the “Chair of Elijah” 


The seventh night is called “Wachnacht” which 
means watchnight, and on this night in particular the 
baby is to be carefully watched. He passes out of 
danger and out of the clutches of Lilith on the eighth 
day but not until he is circumcised and thus admitted 
into the covenant of Abraham and made a member 
of the synagogue. 

At the ceremony of circumcision it is faithfully be- 
lieved that Elijah the prophet is present,.in fact, there 
is a beautiful divan in every synagogue that is used 
only for circumcision purposes and it is called “Kisai 
Shell Elijahu” (the Chair of Elijah the Prophet). On 
this occasion the child receives the name by which he 
is known afterward. After that, this son of Israel 
is safe. This strange superstitious tradition is faith- 
fully held and it has got hold of the people, and also 
has a reaction on the life of the child all his days. 

There ar€ some beautiful customs connected with 
the upbringing of a Jewish child. The mother is the 
responsible guardian for the religious instruction of 
her child, and in cities like Jerusalem where ortho- 
doxy holds sway, one can see mothers coming with 
their little infants and sitting behind the windows of 
the Jewish colleges where the young men study the 
Law in their customary sing-song, with the idea of 
training the ear of the infant and accustoming it 
to tg sound of the Talmud. There is a tragedy in 
it all. 

Judaism is essentially a religion for the male, and 
has practically nothing for the female. The Talmud 
distinctly states that while men must pray, women may 
pray. While men must keep 613 precepts, and if they 
are good Jews are obliged to make 1o1 blessings a 
day and baptize themselves 310 times on the Friday 
before the Sabbath, the women are absolutely free. 
The Talmud declares that “women are exempted from 
the Law.” There are, however, three precepts which 
a mother in Israel is commanded to keep: (1) Light- 
‘ing the Sabbath candles. (2) The offering of a small 

tion of dough by burning when making bread (the 

emple being destroyed, she is not able to give the 
first loaf to the priest). (3) Purification. 

In orthodox circles, such as Palestine, Russia, Gal- 
acia, Roumania, and even on this side of the Atlantic, 
the only ambition of a woman is to marry a son of 
the Law and pray to God for a male child, because 
it is through them that she may secure heavenly bless- 
ings. While the husband goes and studies the Law, 
the wife looks after the home. She is responsible for 
the rearing of the children in the fear and nurture of 
the Law. 

It is the Jewish mother who is the real custodian 
and the religious exacter of the male child. Early 
in the morning she wakes up her little boy and washes 
his hands, and while in bed teaches him to repeat the 


RR etcwen begins before the Jew is born. The 


“TI have only dealt with the Jews I know best, 
such as the Jews of Palestine and Europe. I mean 
real Jews, orthodox Jews, unadulterated Jews, 

_ Jews who have not mixed up their religion with 
all kinds of modern ideas in order to please their 
Gentile neighbor,” writes Mr. Rohold in sending 
The Sunday School Times this remarkable study 
of the customs and superstitions that surround the 
birth and training of Jewish boys. Next week he 
will tell the meaning of some of the principal 
Jewish ceremonies and feasts. 


Fora number of years Mr. Rohold was super- 
intendent of the Mission to the Jews of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada, in Toronto, and was 
instrumental in building the “Christian Synagogue,” 
now known as Scott Institute. Since 1919 he has 
carried on the work of the British Jews’ Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel at the Mount 
Carmel Bible School, Haifa, Palestine. 








confession. Then comes a little tragedy. As soon 
as the boy is able to repeat after her the words in 
Hebrew, she herself teaches him to say, “Blessed art 
Thou, Oh, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who 
hast not made me a woman.” It may seem to us a 
tragedy, but she does it with simple faith, believing she 
is bringing up that little boy to be a son of the Law. 
He will pray for her soul and deliver her from per- 
dition. As soon as he is able to walk she makes a 
talis-katan —a small fringe (Num. 15:39, 40; Deut. 
22:12). She examines these fringes daily to see if 
they are in order, in obedience to the Law as pre- 
scribed by the rabbis. 

As soon as the little boy is able, the mother sees 
that the father takes him to the synagogue. He is 
taught to carry his father’s prayer book and prayer 
shawl. He is also taught to join, in the responses. 

What a great event, when the mother dresses up her 
boy to be carried to “Cheder’ — Hebrew school — for 
the first time! His father carries him wrapped up in 
his prayer shawl, where he is received by the Me’lamed 
—teacher. A slate is brought containing. the A. B. C. 
in various combinations: “Moses commanded us a 
law, the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob” 
(Deut. 33:4). The teacher reads the names of the let- 
ters, which the boy repeats. The slate is besmeared 
with honey, which the boy licks in accordance with 
Ezekiel 3:3, “And he said unto me, Son of man, 
cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this 
roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was 
in my mouth as honey for sweetness.” 

Oh, with what interest the parents follow the studies 
of their little boy. How happy they are when he is 
actually able to pray from the prayer book. The 
joyous consciousness that the little lad-is now able to 
say “Kaddish,” —a meritorious prayer for the dead. If 
God should now call the parents hence, they can die 
in peace, for their son will be able to say Kaddish. 
The mother watches that his meals are on time and 
hurries him off to Cheder. No social engagement will 


prevent her from having the meals ready. She care-' 


fully watches that he washes his hands as prescribed 
by the rabbis, and that he says grace before meals, and 
the longer prayers after. 


When the Son Takes Over the Burden 


Now the father breathes freely, but the son takes 
over the burden on himself. And it is a real burden, 
especially when he is one of those who possess the 
spiritual instincts. He finds himself longing to at- 
tain the unattainable, he yearns for union and com- 
munion with God. This striving after peace with the 
orthodox Jew is a stern reality and is one of the great- 
est of human tragedies, although very little known 
and understood by the Christian, especially on this 
continent. What would not a Jew do in his search 
after God to secure divine favor! He gets up early, 
and in haste, about 3 A. M., and as soon as he has 
washed his hands runs to the synagogue to say Ma’- 
amadoth (standing petitions). He usually goes to the 
farthest synagogue in order to secure S’char-Ha’licha 
(reward for walking). It is considered meritorious 
to arrive early and each Jew endeavors to be first; 
thus he has some time for reading in the Talmud, 
Mishnah, to repeat Psalms, or to meditate before the 
Te’philah (service). Then he bedecks himself in the 
Talis (praying shawl) and Te’Philim (phylacteries) 
and goes through a long service. If the service is 
minutely carried through as prescribed in the prayer 
book, it would take the best part of the day. 

He must go to Mincha (service before sunset) ; and 
then to Ma’ariv (service after dark). He must wake 
up before midnight and say Cha’tsoth (midnight serv- 
ice). Those-who gather for this service sit on the bare 





ground of the synagogue, in mourners’ attitude, and 
bewail the calamities which have befallen Israel, the 
Holy City, the Temple, and their religion. Tears are 
shed freely and the sad melody, the melancholy tones, 
and the depressed appearance of these mourners in 
Israel make an awful impression. Their bitter cry 
in the stillness of the night leaves a lasting feeling of 
horror on the beholder, 

The petitions composed for this midnight service 
are very beautiful; its spiritual expressions are of a 
very high order and often sublime. The longing for 
the Messiah to come is manifested all through the 
prayers: 

In mercy, Lord, Thy people’s prayer attend, 
Grant His desire to mourning Israel, 

O shield of Abraham, our Redeemer send, 
And call His glorious name Emmg:.uel. 


The zeal of the rabbis for the “Letter of the Law,” 
and the intense desire to establish by works their own 
righteousness led them to count every word and let- 
ter of the Bible, and thus the six hundred and thirteen 
precepts were created. 

The most agonizing of all the precepts is perhaps 
the observance of T’shubath Hamishkal (the penance 
of weighing) which requires a particular form of 
penance proportioned to every imaginary sin. These 
pietists inevitably find that the number of their sins 
is too great to find atonement. A brother of mine, 
Mendel, Rabbi of Hebron, died in the prime of life 
as the result of such practices. These pietists are 
usually great sufferers, for they practice all kinds 
of privations during the week and then when the 
Sabbath comes they eat with a great religious zest, 
for there is special merit in eating heartily Le’kovod- 
Shabbos (for the glory of the Sabbath). 


The Ceaseless Strivings for Peace 


There are many such Jews in Jerusalem who think 
it a-sin to sleep sixty minutes at one stretch of time. 
They believe that King David never slept sixty min- 
utes without rendering praise to God. The sweet 
singer, King of Israel, had a wonderful harp which 
hung in a certain place. When the breezes of the 
night came upon it, every fifty-nine minutes, of itself 
the harp began to play a tune, and awoke the king, 
and he at once washed his hands and sang psalms to 
God, and all the angelic hosts of Heaven joined with 
him. So these pietists are endeavoring to imitate this 
beloved king of Israel. Oh, yes, Paul knew full 
well what he meant when he gave his testimony in 
Romans 10:2, 3: “For I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and 
going about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 


With all their tragic efforts the rabbis have failed 
to satisfy the longings of their hearts to obtain the 
assurance of peace, hope, and salvation. It fills one 
with melancholy sadness when even the greatest of 
their leaders admits failure. Rabbi Yochanan ben Zac- 
cai was one of Israel’s great lights who taught that 
good works, equally with sacrifices, had the power to 
expiate sin. As the greatest teacher in Israel, to whom 
all looked for example, he certainly turns out a sad 
disappointment, as the following story of him in the 
Talmud Be’rachouth 28 fully illustrates: 

“When R. Yochanan ben Zaccai was taken ill, his 
disciples went to visit him. As soon as he beheld 
them he began to weep. His disciples said unto him, 
‘O Light of Israel, Pillar of the Right Hand [cf. 1 
Kings 7:21], Strong Hammer, why dost thou weep?’ 
He answered and said unto them, ‘Were I led into 
the presence of a king of flesh and blood, who today 
is here and tomorrow rests in the grave, whose anger 
—if he should become angry with me—is not an 
eternal anger, and whose fetters—if he should bind 
me—'are not everlasting fetters, and whose death — 
if he should put me to death—is not eternal death, 
whom I could appease with words, or bribe with 
money, I should, notwithstanding, weep; and now when 
I am to be led into the presence of the King of kings, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, who lives, and is, through 
all eternities, whose anger —if He is angry with me 
—is an eternal anger, whose fetters—if He will 
bind me —are everlasting fetters, and whose death — 
if He put me to death —is an eternal death; whom I 
cannot appease with words, nor bribe with money; 
and not only so, two ways open before me — the one 
leading to Paradise, and the other to hell [Gehenna], 
and I do not know upon which of these two ways I 
shall be led. How shall I not weep?” 

Now when this “Light in Israel,” in spite of a life 
spent in study, teaching, fasting, and in doing g 
for the nation, dies in despair, what-hope is there for 
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ibe ordinary Jew? No wonder that hundreds of his 
disciples were consternated. How different were the 
ieclings of his contemporary, Paul, who in the last 
hours of his life wrote: “Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that believeth” 
(Rom, 10:4). Not having his own righteousness, but 
that of God, he need not fear the judgment of God, 
and was able to rejoice in the hope of Glory. “O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory? ... Thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 
55, 57) and then he sings, “I have fought a good 
{izht, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
w 


Your Need and Mine 


And he said «z*o me, My grace is sufficient for thee. 
~2 Corinthians 12: 9. 


RACE when the sun is-shining, Lord, 
Grace when the clouds are black; 
Grace when I get an unkind word, 
Grace on the too-smooth track, 


Grace when I'm elbowed into a nook, 
Grace when I get my turn; 

Grace when the dinner will not cook, 
Grace when the fire won’t burn. 


Grace when my duties all go wrong, 
Grace when they seem all right ; 

Grace when it's gladness, praise, and song, 
Grace when I have to fight. 


Grace when my dress is fresh and new, 
Grace when it’s worn and old; 

Grace when my purse is empty, too, 
Grace when it’s full of gold. 


Grace when the saved ones don’t act saved, 
And put all the blame on me ; 

And grace when the grace I’ve craved and asked 
Seems denied me, Lord, by Thee. 


Grace when the midnight hours I tell, 
Grace when the morn is nigh; 

Grace when I'm healthy, strong, and well, 
Grace when I come to die. 





The above message in verse has been sent to The Sunday 
School Times by a friend, and was taken from the British 
“War Cry.” It is anonymous, and the Times will welcome 
information as to the author and original publication. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not (John 1:11). 


FE CAME unto his own home or homeland; ta idia, 

‘and his own people, hoi idioi, received him not. 
The first phrase, ta idia, is found twice elsewhere, — 
in John 16: 32 and 19: 27, “Ye shall be scattered, every 
man to his own home,” and “From that hour that 
disciple took her unto his own home.” 

The great significance of this verse lies in the iden- 
tification of Jesus with Jehovah, for the land of Is- 
rael and the people of Israel are constantly referred 
to in the Old Testament as the home and possession 
and family of God. These Old Testament statements 
regarding Jehovah’s relation to Israel are now appro- 
priated to Christ. 

“The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land 
is mine” (Lev. 25:23). He came unto his own. 
“They shall not dwell in the Lord’s land... I will 
drive them out of mine house” (Hos. 9: 3, 15). “When 
the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, 
when he separated the sons of Adam... the Lord’s 
portion is his peeple; Jacob is the lot of his inheri- 
tance” (Deut. 32:8, 9). 

The identification of Jesus with Jehovah is made in 
a reading of Jude 5 which is of great value accord- 
ing to Griesbach: “I will therefore put you in re- 
membrance . . . how that the Lord Jesus [instead of 
merely the rere. having saved the people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
not.” Paul’s reference in 1 Cor. 10:9 is apparently 
parallel to Jude’s: “Neither let us tempt Christ, as 
some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of ser- 
pents.’ 

In the beginning of his ministry Jesus cleansed the 
Temple, the peculiar possession of his Father and 
therefore of himself, saying, “Make not my Father’s 
house an house of merchandise.” But when he closed 
his ministry with a somber farewell address to his re- 
jecting people he formally abandoned all claim to 
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possession, either for himself or for his Father. Now 
it was “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” 


But when ye shall hear of wars and commo- 
tions, be not terrified (Luke 21:9). Whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution 
of all things (Acts 3:21). 


“Commotions” is confusions, akatastasias, the mark 
of our present age, and never more so than today. 
This age is clearly not under God’s immediate gov- 
ernance. “For God is not the author of [akatastasia] 
confusion, but of peace” (1 Cor. 14:33). But when 
the times of the reordering of all things, apokatastasia, 
which God hath spoken of by the mouth of his holy 
prophets since the world began, shall come, with the 
coming of the Lord, all, the confusion and commotion, 
— social chaos, political chaos, intellectual chaos, moral 
chaos that characterize the end of the “times of the 
Gentiles” shall cease forever. 

The spiritually untrained mind thinks it can see in 
all this confusion some sort of social evolution. The 
spiritually trained mind appraises it more correctly. 
“If I don’t go far in politics,” said that discerning 
soul, James Smetham, “it is partly because it shows 
to the human mind such a welter of hopeless confusion 
and on the other hand I believe that God sits on the 
waterfloods and reigns a King forever. To keep in 
my own little place, doing my work as well as I can, 
not taking the world’s burdens on me where I can only 
talk and not help, seems the best that can be for me... 
Dissipation of thought, aimlessness, multitudinousness 
are some of the faults of our age. To study to be 
quiet and mind their own business is one of the first 
correctives the people of this generation need. Why 
did the Saviour remain in obscurity for thirty years? 
Why did he choose one by one, two by two, his humble 
disciples till they numbered twelve, a small class for 
His esoteric teaching? Why did he so frequently 
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seek to avoid the crowding and long for the desert? 
He left us an example that we might tread in his 
steps.” 


Looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God (2 Pet. 3: 12). 


There is no “unto” in the Greek. It is an ac- 
cusative construction, “hastening the coming.” The 
second coming of Christ was made contingent on the 
preaching of the Word as a witness. As the Jews of 
the old dispensation thought to hasten the first coming 
of Christ by faithful fulfillment of the law, so Chris- 
tians can hasten the second coming by faithful an- 
nouncement of the Word of Grace. 

A similar conception seems to be involved in Acts 
3:19 and 20 which, properly translated, reads, “Re- 
pent ye therefore and be converted that your sins 
may be blotted out in ordcr that [not “when”] the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord, and in order that he shall send Jesus Christ 
which before was preached unto you.” This is the 
age of grace, of preaching of repentance and‘of con- 
version, to be closed by the Second Advent of our 
Lord and the restitution of all things. The word res- 
titution, apokatastasis, is used by Josephus in speaking 
of the return from the Babylonish captivity and by 
Philo of the restoration of inheritance at the Jubilee. 
Hobart calls attention to its medical use, the resetting 
of a bone wrenched from its socket. “The times are 
out of joint” and awaiting readjustment. But there 
is to be a resetting and restitution by the Great Phys- 
ician on a world-wide scale. 

It is worth noting that this verse, “Whom the 
heavens must receive until the times of restitution of 


all things,” is a decisive negative to all theories of the - 


transubstantiation of bread and wine into the corporeal 
body of Christ. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Are We Believers Only, or Disciples? | 


A sevenfold distinction that may help us to examine 


creme 


By A. T. Schofield, M.D. 














T WAS not “believers” as such that were called 

Christians first at Antioch, but “disciples”; and 

indeed none others are so called. I believe Heaven 
will be full of believers that we never could recognize 
as Christians on earth, because they were not Christ’s 
disciples. ~ 

This class of believer is foreshadowed in the parable 
of the sower in the thorny-ground hearers. I was 
taught in my youth that three of the four classes of 
hearers of the Word were lost, and only one —the 
good-ground hearers — was saved. 

But I have long judged that a truer division is 
into two and two. In the first two the seed abso- 
lutely perishes, and there is no life. But of those on 
“thorny” ground our Lord says: “That which fell 
among thorns are they which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to per- 
fection.” 

The point here is that the seed is still not only 
alive and growing but is trying to bring forth fruit, 
which, however, owing to the obstacles, it can only 
do most imperfectly. : 

Perhaps what has cleared my own views on this 
subject has been a remarkable illustration of the case 
in my own family (paralleled doubtless by thousands 
elsewhere). 

I had an uncle, a pleasant, prosperous, worldly man, 
who stood for Parliament and held many public posts. 
He had a fine house, and a park in which he built a 
beautiful church. But his sisters, who were earnest 
Christians, and all of us shook our heads sadly over 
him; for he was clearly not a “good ground” hearer, 
and we knew and were always taught that none others 
were saved. He never came near any of our religious 
gatherings; and the fact that he may have attended 
his own church hardly justified in our eyes any hopes 
on his account. 

But when he lay on his deathbed at quite an early 
age, every effort was made to save him. His Chris- 
tian sisters urged him with many prayers and tears 
to look to Christ as his Saviour, that it was not yet 
too late; but he silenced them all. 

“Alice,” he said to one sister, “do you think I’ve left 
a question like that to my dying bed?” She was petri- 
fied. “Why, I learned all that at my mother’s knee 
{he had a Christian mother], and I’ve never had any 
other faith than in Christ.” 

He then called his family into his room, and told 
them that, to be saved, they must believe in Christ. 
The youngest, who is still alive, said, “I’ll try, father.” 
“Trying is no good,” rejoined the dying man, as for 
the first time in his life he preached the Gospel. 

Here, then, was a believer who was never a dis- 
ciple, but who was choked with the cares and. pleasures 
of this life. 


Our greatest astonishment when we get to Heaven 
will not be, I think, as is so often said, that we our- 
selves are there, but that it is full of people who never 
— and never could be, recognized as Christians on 
earth. 

In my uncle’s case, we learned from his family aft- 
erward that there had been many attempts at a Chris- 
tian life then, such as gifts of Bibles and prayer book, 
an absence of all bad language, and a good life. 

_ Of course, I at once turned to the Bible for more 
light, and then I found seven distinctions between be- 
lievers (only) and disciples: 

1. To believe is cheap and costs us nothing, but to 
follow Christ is costly, and he asks us first to con- 
sider the great cost. 

2. I believe in Christ’s work for me, but disciple- 
ship is the result of his work in us. 

3. Believers consider themselves first, but disciples 
consider Christ first. 

_4. Believers (only) produce no perfect fruit, but 
disciples are known by their fruit. 

5. Belief saves my soul, but discipleship glorifies 
Christ. 

6. Believers (only) are not necessarily known as 
Christians, but disciples are known as Christians. 

7. Believers go to Heaven, but disciples are greatly 
rewarded there. 

We find the two classes well distinguished in the 
Gospels and elsewhere. ; 

“But though he had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not on him... Nevertheless 
among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue” (John 12: 


37, 42). 
“Simon [not Peter] himself believed also” (Acts 


$13). 

“And believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both of men and women” (Acts 5:14). 
How many became disciples? ba : 

We also get a class of “unknown” disciples, which I 
judge are not yet extinct. . E 

“And after this Joseph of Arimathea, being a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews 
(John 19: 38). , 

We also get others besides Peter who deny their 
discipleship; while a few, alas, give up their disciple- 
ship altogether. ey 

“From that time many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him” (John 6: 66). 

In connection with all this comes the attitude so 
natural to our faithless hearts: “After all, if I’m saved, 
I’m saved: and Heaven’s good enough for me. I don't 
see so much in this discipleship, after all.” 
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Lesson for July 10 
1 Samuel 22 


We read that we are “heirs of God” unconditionally, 
and that we shall be “joint-heirs with Christ; if so 
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glo- 
rified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
be glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:17, 
18) 


With regard to the ethics of “rewards,’’ we must 
ever remember that the disciple is not above his Mas- 
ter; and we do not find that he despised rewards; 
for it is written of him: “Who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame” 
(Heb. 12:2). To follow in his steps should be good 
enough for the most holy of his disciples. 


Rype, Ise or WiIGHT. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by.Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a contant reader of your most 
helpful and Christian advice to the many readers of The 
Sunday School Times. I am much perplexed about a couple 
of questions in relation to my family. Do you believe it 
a Christian’s duty to hold family worship with his family? 
Do you believe God holds fathers and mothers responsible 
for their children? My husband and I are both saved, aud 
I desire very much to have family worship with our 
family who range from five to ten years of age. But for 
some reason or other when I bring this matter before my 
husband he is cool and silent. He studies the Word him- 
self but refrains from sharing this with his family even 
once a week. It brings a sense of sadness in my life, as 
I cannot understand why a Christian father should not 
have enough love for his family to share with them in 
worshiping our heavenly Father and teach them while 
their years are young and tender. Would you kindly give 
me your advice upon this subject? 

EAR FRIEND: I am glad you are a reader of 

The Sunday School Times, and that you find help 
to go forward on your journey by the things that you 
gather from it. : 

Now about the family altar. I would not want 
to say it is a father’s duty to have the family altar, 
but I do say it is a privilege to have it, and it will 
tell in the lives of the children when they are grown, 
if you have it. I am wondering, if your husband will 
not have it, if he would object to your having it. 
Have you had a frank talk about it? Does he know 
how you long for it? If he does object, you tell the 
heavenly Father all about it, and then you will find 
that peculiar working power will do its work upon 
your husband, and what you cannot do in any other 
way will be done by the Holy Spirit, and it will all 
come about so naturally that you will not be able 
to explain it. Wonderful, how our Lord does the im- 
possible things for us, and without any family break, 
—it will just “come to pass.” Don’t have any argu- 
ment about it, but work on your knees in the silence 
of your closet, and it “shall be done.” Don’t have a 
sad face because the worship is not being a part of 
your daily life, for if you let it becloud your sweet- 
ness as a Christian, it will do harm to the atmosphere 
of the Christian home. Keep your heart aflame with 
the zeal that will not be denied at the throne, and you 
shall have the desire of your heart. So says the Word 
of God in Psalm 37. Read it and let it cheer your 
heart, while you pray and “wait patiently’ for your 
Lord to accomplish it. 

Oh, yes, we as parents are held responsible for these 
children of ours. But we do not raise them alone; 
the One most interested in their souls’ salvation is 
Jesus Christ, who will co-operate with you, and you 
will find all wisdom for every need in him, Remember 
to follow him! ia 


A Powerful Plea for Prayer 
for Revival 
By R. A. Torrey, D.D. 
“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy peo- 
ple may rejoice in thee?” (Psa. 85: 6.) 
“Tt is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they 
have made void thy law” (Psa. 119: 126). 


NE of the most insistent cries that goes up today 
from the heart of, anyone who loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and who is at the same time open-eyed 


as to the condition of affairs in the world, is the cry 


of the Psalmist of old, “Wilt thou not revive us again: 
that thy people may rejoice in thee?” The great 
need of the hour is revival —a true, God-sent revival 
—not a revival gotten up by man’s machinery, but a 
revival sent down from God himself.in answer to the 
prayers of people who know and meet the conditions 
of prevailing prayer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The condition of the churches throughout our own 
land and other lands today would be appailing if 
we did not believe in a God who answers prayer — 
yes, if we did not know that God does answer prayer, 
and did not know, from the Word of :God itself and 
from the experience of the real Church throughout the 
centuries, that God especially delights to answer 
prayer for revival. 

As I travel from one end of this land to the other, 
and have opportunity to see for myself the condition 
of the churches, as I read the various religious peri- 
odicals of the various denominations, as I talk with 
men and women in positions of influence and power 
in the Church, my heart would be sick, yes, nigh unto 
despair, if I did not know God and did not know that 
he answers prayer. The gross error that is being 
taught by many professedly orthodox ministers; the 
absence of the real, living Gospel from the preaching 
of many who do not preach error, but who are cer- 
tainly not preaching the truth in its simplicity, in its 
fullness, and in the power of the Holy Ghost; the un- 
concern of apparently the great mass of the member- 
ship of our churches regarding the lost at home and 
abroad; the rapidly growing compromise with the 
world on the part of a very large proportion of the 
membership of our churches; the neglect of real prayer 
and the openly avowed disbelief in prayer on the part 
of not a few; the inactivity in real soul-winning work 
on the part of an overwhelming majority of the mem- 
bers of our evangelical churches today, cannot but 
fill any intelligent and properly instructed Christian 
with a sorrow that almost breaks the heart. 

But while the state of the churches is bad enough, 
that of the outside world would, of course, be far 
more discouraging, disheartening, and overwhelming 
if one did not believe in a God who answers prayer. 
There is no time to go into details, nor do we need 
to, for the facts are well known, even though so many 
are deliberately shutting their eyes to them and loudly 
proclaiming their “optimism” —an optimism that has 
no basis in fact, but simply in the wishes of those who 
proclaim it. To mention only one of many things: 
conditions in our universities, in our colleges, in our 
high schools, and our grade schools, not merely the 
religious conditions, but the moral conditions, are ter- 
rible beyond expression. I could not put into print 
things that have come under my personal observation 
as to the slump, not only in the modesty, but in 4 
moral decency, not only among our young men an 
boys, but among our young women and girls. 

But shall we despair, or throw up our hands and say 
nothing can be done? No, not for one moment. God 
does answer prayer; that has been demonstrated time 
and time again, and time and time again throughout 
the centuries when conditions were, in many ways, as 
bad as they are today or worse, God has heard prayer, 
and he is just the same today. I know that God an- 
swers prayer for revival — deep, thorough, widespread, 
miracle-working revival—as well as-I know that I 
exist. When Mr. Alexander and I started around the 
world in December, 1901, there were five thousand peo- 
ple who had covenanted to pray for us every day. 
When we reached Australia, ten thousand took it up 
and prayed for us every day. When we reached 
England, forty thousand people had taken it up, and 
God heard. All the way around the world wonders 
were wrought, not merely through us, but through a 
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large number of others whom God raised up in an- 
swer to prayer, and I believe he will do like things, 
or far greater things, again. 

Pray, pray, pray! Pray definitely; pray intensely ; 
pray persistently; meet the conditions of prevailing 
prayer and be sure you pray through. Pray for revival! 

CHICAGO. 

we 


The Two Tides 


By Edith F. Norton 


WE WERE crossing the great American desert. 
The vivid yellows and browns of the desert sands 
stretch away into a purple distance ‘into which are 
sketched mountains, fantastically beautiful as a dream. 
But suddenly we were aware of a hideous stretch of 
lava, obliterating the golden sand beside our train. 
We were told that hundreds of years ago an unsus- 
pected volcano suddenly began violent eruption, leav- 
ing this sixty-mile trail of black ruin there for all to 
see in subsequent generations. 

Farther on another sight greeted us, —a more cheer- 
ing one. We observed where irrigation was being 
employed on those arid desert sands, anc vehold, they 
were being made to “blossom as the rose.” 

The lesson was plain. The lava flow of death; the 
life-giving flow of water! As we sat in the train 
with our open Bibles upon our knees, we thought of 
the ancient words: “All my springs are in thee.” 
There we were, being nourished and built up by the 
life-giving Word, while about us were the evidences 
of the corrupting tide of worldliness and sin. Women, 
old and young, with knee-length dresses and painted 
faces, hair bobbed, lips carmined, filling in their days 
of travel with useiess chatter, reading the most de- 
basing of literature, jazz songs on their lips, jazz ideals 
in their hearts, —the tides of death! 

Out of the jungles of Africa has the modern world 
taken its undulating, sensuous dances; straight from 
African wilds comes the jazz of the moaning, syn- 
copated, sentimental songs that are sung today. And 
that music and those dances have the same diabolical 
power and influence on those who practice them here 
as upon the savages of the wilds, —they arouse them 
to frenzy thus to induce demon possession. What is 
happening in America as a result of this terrible intoxi- 
cation? An orgy of lawlessness, an orgy of sensuality 
“such as the world has never seen,” says a certain 
American judge. And he is himself debased enough 
to suggest a remedy for this terrible condition as foul 
as the disease itself. 

Yes, the tides of death are black and menacing about 
us, but the Water of Life is still available. Oh, to 
drink deep ourselves, daily cleansing our ways in its 
refreshing, purifying tides, spending hours in prayer 
as the darkness deepens about us, and then, as never 
before, seeking to save these poor lost ones who are 
plunging on their blind way toward hell, and lead 
them to the blessed fountain opened for them in the 
house of David! ; 

“The Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

PHILADELPHIA. 








crowding problem during the summer months 








Warm Weather Comfort for Your School 


How a Sunday-school superintendent solved an over- 


By Jennie E. Stewart 














NE superintendent whose flock is housed in an 

overcrowded, two-room building felt that the at- 
tendance throughout the heated term depended largely 
on how comfortable he could make the classes. 

He planned to take the Beginners and Cradle Roll 
babies from the Primary room and have them meet 
under a large shady tree on the back of the church 
lawn. One large car—his own, driven up on the 
east side of this plot—gave the necessary seclusion 
and additional shade. 

He secured permission from the owner of 2 Vacant 
fot near by to drive cars onto a grassy plot under a 
group of shade trees. Then he appointed two high 
school boys as marshals to see that Sunday-school 
families with large cars parked them in just the right 
stalls, which they had staked out in the shade. He 
had a representative from each Junior, Intermediate, 
and Senior class to arrange a large lap robe or camp 
blanket to spread on the grass for their classes to 
be seated upon. Each of these classes was given a 
permanent location, screened from other classes by 
parked cars and shaded partly by cars and partly by 
the overhanging trees. 

As far as possible, the business of the day was 
finished before class session. Then, at the usual 
marching signal, the classes to go outdoors arose and 
marched to the outdoor stalls for class session. A 
cornetist stationed at the door carried the marching 


air for those outside until all were decorously seated 
in class circles. 

Reports for one Sunday were read during the 
opening session; the following Sunday they were read 
in the closing period during the time the outdoor ses- 
sion was being held. 

The open-air sessions were a novelty, and class in- 
terest kept up very satisfactorily. In fact, most of 
the classes reported better interest than usual because 
there was such an informal, chummy atmosphere about 
these little camp sessions. The superintendent and his 
assistant made the rounds of the outdoor classes just 
for a look-in every Sunday to make sure that they 
were doing nicely, and were. gratified to find them all 
attending strictly to business. 

Only two Adult classes were left to meet in the 
building during the hot weather, and sometimes they, 
too, went outdoors in the shade of the building for 
class session. : 

The cornetist sounded a warning note outside which 
was the signal for the classes to bring their sessions 
to a close. Two minutes later he gave another signal 
for closing prayer. One minute later he began to 
play a march to which the classes marched back to 
the church, either to go in for the church service or 
to find their small brothers and sisters and go 
home, 

Bovutper, Cot. 
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LESSON 2. JULY 10. SAMUEL’S FAREWELL 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 12 


Golden Text.—Thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes; and I have walked in thy truth.—Psa. 26: 3 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


N SAMUELS case we see more clearly than usual 

the child as the father of the man. His life, more 

than that of most of the heroes of faith, was all 
of one piece. The Bible does not present him to us 
as flawless, But nevertheless, we have a very engag- 
ing picture of a good man. His life was lived in a 
troublous and distressing time. And his life, in the 
providence of God, was the pivot on which the whole 
future of the nation turned. Samuel was a Levite and 
a descendant of rebellious and ill-fated Korah (1 
Chron. 6:22). To Samuel it fell to inaugurate both 
the prophetic and the kingly office. And in his own 
person he united for a long time the functions of 
both these with that of the priesthood also. 


The Historical Setting 


The material does not exist for anything like a 
complete chronology of Samuel’s life. He declares 
(12:2) that he is now old and grayheaded. Ussher 
has estimated the interval about the beginning of the 
Book and the events of the present chapter at about 
seventy years. This is as near as we can get. Chap- 
ter 13:1 tells us that Saul had reigned one year. 
Nothing else can be made of the statement in the 
Hebrew Bible. The interpolation of forty is a pure 
guess on the part of the Revisers and tells us nothing. 
It was then at the beginning of Saul’s reign that the 
first signal success was gained. Samuel took advan- 
tage of the circumstance to seek to safeguard the 
future. He gathered the armed levies together at 
Gilgal. There they would be in full sight of the 
blackened ruins of Jericho and the rushing flood of the 
Jordan (cf. Josh. 3:15). 

Samuel would have the people renew their covenant 
with God with all the impressiveness possible. ‘So 
on the same spot and about the same time of the year 
that their fathers had been gathered by Joshua five 
centuries earlier he seeks to put them in mind of what 
God had done for the nation. Gilgal also was a con- 
venient center for troops returning from an expedi- 
tion into the country of Ammon, and this fact doubt- 
less contributed to the reasons for its choice. But 
observe the law of association, which God does not 
disdain to make use of. This law is a powerful rea- 
son for retaining the observance of the Lord’s Supper 
to the evening hour so that the circumstances may, 
as nearly as possible, reproduce those of its first insti- 
tution, 


Verse by Verse 


Chapter 12: 1.—Note that all the way through Sam- 
uel does not express himself as being in favor of the 
change of the form of government that he had inau- 
gurated. There is a tone of regret and almost of re- 
proof still running through this address as. through 
the earlier ones. Have made a king. Samuel’s posi- 
tion as the representative of Jehovah is essentially 
superior to that of the king. The king-maker is above 
the king. 

Verse 2—The king walketh. You have the man you 
desired. What do you think of your boon now that it 
has been conferred? The flower that looked so lovely 
in the field seems often but a poor crumpled little 
thing when we hold it in our hand. The seaweed that 
waves its fronds so gracefully in the water is such an 
ugly mass of damp vegetation when it is taken out of 
its element. Children as well as grown-ups long and 
labor and strive for boons that are bitter disappoint- 
ments when they have been gained. Few earthly. treas- 
ures will stand scrutiny when they have been ours 
for a little while. 


My sons are with you. This can mean little else 
than that Samuel was expressing his sense of injus- 
tice that the people should not have been content ta 
have remained under the government and guidance of 
his own house. If this was an unworthy sentiment, 
remember that the Bible does not teach us to regard 
its great characters as faultless. There has been only 
one perfect man, the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s heroes 
are all actual characters, men of flesh .and blood, and 
of like passions as ourselves (Jas. 5:17). Each one 
of them was a sinner saved by grace, even as we are. 


Verse 3—His anointed. Hebrew, Messiah. The 
first occurrence of the title as applied to an individual, 
though not quite the first occurrence of the word itself. 
Note the contrast between Saul and the Lord Tesus 
Christ. Observe the challenge as to the purity of 
Samuel’s administration. There is perhaps a_ half 
formed warning that they would find the administra- 
tion of Saul to be a very different thing. But note, 
too, that God’s servant does not disdain to appeal to 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 26: 1-8. 
Topic: Samuel the Faithful Servant. 
Lesson Material: 1 Samuel 2. 
Memory Verse: Serve Jehovah with all your heart.—z Sam. 


12: 20. 
Junior Topic: An Old Man’s Advice. 
Lesson Material; x Samuel 12. 
, Siete ttieie tenes dhe 224. 
ni i i opic : w to Make a Clean Record. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Righteousness in Public 
‘e. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 1-5, 19-25 
. 1 And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have heark- 
ened unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have 
made a king over you. 2 And now, behold, the king 
walketh before you; and I am old and grayheaded; and, 
behold, my sons are with you: and I have walked before 
you from my youth unte this day. 3 Here I am: witness 
against me before Jehovah, and before his anointed: whose 
ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom 
have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of whose 
hand have I taken a ! ransom *to blind mine eyes there- 
with? and I will restore it you. 4 And they said, Thou 
hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast 
thou taken aught of any man’s hand. 5 And he said unto 
them, Jehovah is witness against you, and his anointed is 
witness this day, that ye have not found aught in my hand. 

And they said, He is witness. 


19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy 
servants unto Jehovah thy God, that we die not; for we 
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king. 
20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have 
indeed done all this evil; yet turn not aside from following 
Jehovah, but serve Jehovah with all your heart: 21 and turn 
ye not aside; for then would ye go after vain things which 
cannot profit nor deliver, for they are vain. 22 For Jehovah 
will not forsake his people for his great name’s sake, be- 
cause it hath pleased Jehovah to make you a people unto 
himself. 23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against Jehovah im ceasing to pray for you: 


but I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24 


Only fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth with all your 
heart; for consider how great things he hath done for you. 
25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, 
both ye and your king. 


2Or, bribe. 2? Or, that I should hide mine eyes at him. 
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the judgment of his fellows as to his integrity. It is 
a lesson for rulers as well as for all of us who oc- 
cupy any office among our fellow men, whether in 
church or community. Our lives must be such as to 
bear scrutiny. We are to “provide things honest in 
the sight of all men” (Rom, 12:17). We are to ex- 
ercise ourselves to have always a conscience void of of- 
fense (Acts 24: 16). ; 

Ox or ass. Observe the primitiveness of the times 
as presupposed by the forms of possible oppression 
mentioned. Ransom. Hebrew, copher, the same word 
as our English “cover.” The theological significance 
of the term as ransom is given in the Revised Version. 
But this is not the question at issue here. Samuel is 
not discussing theology, but challenging an investiga- 
tion into his administration. The word here means 
something with which to cover the eyes—a_ bribe. 
Bribery is the curse of administration in the East to 
this day. And even in countries farther west than 
Palestine and in townships more important than Gil- 
gal such things are not utterly unknown. Log rolling 
and place seeking and graft are as much terms of 
reproach today as copher was three thousand years ago. 


Verse 5.—Jehovah is witness. The people are pass- 
ing from one era to another. Thev are compelled to 
bear their testimony to the purity in public service that 
has characterized Samuel’s life. And the man who 
can extort such a testimonial from a rude and primi- 
tive people has the right to talk to them and reason 
Md them. concerning the God whose servant he has 

en. ; 

The second paragraph of the chapter is a yery brief 
historical review of God’s dealings with the people. 
He reminds them that obedience has always meant 
prosperity, and disobedience destruction. Repentance 
has brought salvation as continually as rebelliousness 
has brought punishment. The outward circumstances of 
their political development are undergoing great 
changes, greater, indeed, than they realized. But the 
inner meaning of things remains the same. A new 
age is dawning but the eternal verities do not change. 
God is the same and man is the same. The distinc- 
tions between right and wrong are still valid. The 
old prophet’s burning words are sanctioned and re- 
inforced by miracle. The thunder and rain are re- 
minders that God is still omnipotent and also attesta- 
tions that Samuel has really spoken in God’s name. 
The people would have been safe without a king 
upon God’s terms. And with a king they will not be 
safe if these terms are ignored. 
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Verse 19.—All the people said unto Samuel. Their, 
response was prompt, too prompt really to mean much: 
Nor does their request express any great moral awak-+ 
ening. They are only concerned to escape from the 
consequences of their sin, not from the sin itself, | 


Verse 23.—Sin against Jehovah. Samuel will pray, 
not so much because they desire it as because he has 
a duty to God in the matter. It is important for us 
teachers to note this-aspect of prayer. Not to pray 
for others is to sin, Especially when we have been 
brought into special relations with those others as 
Samuel had been with Israel. This may give us a new 
conception of what is implied in our work as Sunday- 
school teachers. To sin against our pupils by neglect- - 
ing this duty of intercession is to sin against God. 
Note further the implication that Samuel was a man 
of prayer. He was a reformer, an administrator, an 
erganizer, But he was all this because he was a 
man who prayed. So often we do not pray because 
we are so busy about other splendid things. If we 
pray more we shall do better work. For Samuel as 
a man of prayer compare Psalm 99:6; Jeremiah 15; I. 


Golden Topics 
1. Life viewed from the other end. 
2. A clean record and how to get it. 
3. One aspect of prayer. 


A Lesson Outline 


Samuel. as 
Child. 
Deliverer. 
Reformer. 
Organizer. (The Schools of the Prophets.) 
Administrator, 
Man of Prayer. 


The Practical Aim 


Every worth while young person has visions of 
what he is going to make of his life. This lesson 
affords an admirable opportunity to show how the 
foundations of all true greatness are best laid in 
childhood. At the same time the case of Samuel is 
a beautiful illustration of the fact that even though 
a child is descended from a bad man he may yet make 
good, 

Final Word 


Modest, yet firm as Nature’s self: unblamed 

Save by the men his nobler temper. shamed; 

Never seduced through show of present good 

By other than unsetting lights to steer 

New trimmed in Heaven, nor than his steadfast mood 
More steadfast, far from rashness as from fear; 

Rigid, but with himself first, grasping still 

In swerveless poise the wave beat helm of will; 
Not honored then or now because he wooed 

The popular voice, but that he still withstood; 
Broadminded, higher souled. —Lowell. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT, to your mind, is the chief value in these oid ; 
Testament studies? 

2. Where do you find the first evidence of the rugged 
honesty that always characterized Samuel? 

3. What was Samuel’s thought regarding Israe] having a 
king? 

4. Show how disciplined Samuel was in yielding, against 
his own judgment, to the will of the Lord. 

5. What are the two outstanding traits of Samuel’s lifc?® 

6. What one great failure stands out in Samuel’s life? 

7. What reason can you give to show that God did noj 
hold Samuel to blame for this wrongdoing on the pari 
of his own sons? 

8. What were the names of Samuel’s sons? 

9. What was the difference between the fate of the fame 
ilies of Dathan and Abiram and that of Korah? 

ro. What could Samuel show as he left his public office} 

ar. What was the keynote of Samuel’s farewell address? 

12, What. was his chief fear? 

13. In what respects did Samuel’s farewell resemble that 
of Moses? 

14. Why were the people so frightened at the supernatural 
signs the Lord sent at Samuel’s request? 
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15; Who else, in a farewell address, stressed his integrity © 


as regards the goods of another? 


16. Wherein especially does Samuel betray a Christlike 
spirit of intercession? 


17. Who else in his farewell address got a response from 
the people to his admonitions? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ve 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PRINCIPLE OF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE farewell of Samuel to the people whom he 
_& had served so faithfully as a divinely appointed 
leader, prophet, and judge suggests the farewell of his 
illustrious predecessor Moses who had held a similar 
relation to these people, and had also been the instru- 
ment of divine deliverance for them, Both of these 
great leaders call upon Israel to remember the days of 
old, the deliverences God had wrought for them, 
in the hope that the memory of these blessings will 
lead them to cleave to God and receive the blessings 
that he is ever ready to bestow upon them when they 
live in obedience to him. Both of them warn the 
people of God also of the disaster that will fall upon 
them because of disobedience. Samuel’s defense of his 
integrity in dealing with Israel recalls the words of 
Paul in his farewell to the Ephesian elders: “I have 
coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” 

In some respects the occasion of Samuel’s farewell 
resembles that of Joshua. The latter also called to 
the remembrance of the people the deliverance and 
mercies of the Lord toward this chosen people, and 
from the people he got a favorable response also 
when he set before them not only the mercy of the 
Lord, but also the fact that disobedience would bring 
divine punishment. Alas, that in the light of later 
history we know how much needed was the warning 
in both cases, and how far God’s people came from 


- measuring up not only to his expectation, but to that 


which they themselves had promised. It is not without 
reason that the leaders of the chosen people were deeply 
concerned for them. In connection with Samuel’s 
promise to pray for the people we may call to mind 
our Lord’s prayer for his own on the night before 
his death, when he, too, recognizing the perils of. the 
way, prayed that they might be kept from the evil. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Challenge.—Here ] am: witness against me be- 
fore Jehovah, and before his anointed (v. 3). Night 
before last we were at a wedding here in Rochester. 
The daughter of one of Mr, Hubbell’s right hand Bible 
class men, Henry Shedd, was married. And _ this 
was exactly what the minister wanted to know of that 
company. If any of us had any “witness against” the 
couple we were to speak or forever keep our mouths 
shut. Or as the minister put it— “hold your peace.” 
Everywhere you go are the weighing machines on 
which you step and put a coin in the slot and a pointer 
jumps to your weight. I am very much interested in 
keeping this five feet ten of mine well below the two 
hundred mark. Hence I have acquired the penny-in- 
the-slot habit. This suggests that perhaps it might 
be a good thing for most of us to find out how much 
we weigh in the opinion of the community. It might 
be a good dare for any man to stand up in the news- 
paper — or elsewhere — and have the neighbors to “wit- 
ness against us before Jehovah.” How would you 
come out if folks would open up and tell the truth? 
Well, you know lots they do not know, but perhaps 
they know enough! “Old Smith’s ears must burn” is 
the phrase in which it is so often put when some of his 
fellow citizens have been discussing old Smith around 
the ‘table at the bank or around the cracker barrel at 


- the store. /Happy and successful is that man who, like 


Samuel, after a long life can throw down this chal- 
lenge, “Here am I: witness against me” (Matt. 5:16). 
Why is it considered ill-advised, not to say dangerous, 
to erect statues and monuments to living men? The 
answer is right here. Every day “high up” men are 
making “low down” breaks. “There is no fool like 
an old fool” is.a saying all up and down our Valley. 
And since it is true that there is no fool like an old 
fool, no one needs a Guide or Counselor worse ‘than 
the old fellow who may become the old fool! 


Mistakes.—We have added unto all our sins this 
evil, to ask us @ king (v. 19). Mother to nurse girl: 
“What is baby crying for?” Nurse: “He wants to 
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catch the purty little yellow fly, ma’am.”- Mother: 
“How many times do I have to tell you to let him 
have what he wants?” . Nurse: “Yes, ma’am.” An 
interval. An awful yell from baby. Mother: “Good- 
ness gracious! What has happened?” Nurse: “He's 
got it, ma’am.” This is an old one, of course, but how 
beautifully it- illustrates Israel’s position in our lesson 
today. Like the baby, they were permitted to grab 
what they were crying for and got beautifully “stung” 
by the purty little yaller-jacket bee of royalty. They 
found out their mistake, which did not consist so much 
in the taking of Saul for their king as in the ousting 
of God from that place. We see this very thing go- 
ing on around us all the time. In the early formative 
and getting-started days God has a large place. Sun- 
day-school and chur¢h play an important part in the 
weekly life. Then comes the Samuel period of “get- 
ting out of the woods.” God begins to fade out like 
the picture on the screen. Church and Sunday-school 
play small and give place to the joy ride, the country 
club, and the social swing. So a new “ruler” is 
chosen, He is the biggest in stature, viewed horizon- 
tally. His name is Pleasure, son of Mammon. He, 
like Saul, finds his kingdom when he is out looking for 
his father’s asses! (1 Sam, 9:3.) As I have told 
you before, I have a brother who has a very wise say- 
ing, ““There is only one thing better than having a good 
thing and that is knowing when you have it.” These 
Israelites, years before America, had the privilege 
of living under a republican form of government, with 
God himself filling pretty much all the cabinet posi- 
tions as adviser to the “President” (called Judge). 
Like lots of dissatisfied ones here in our own land, 
they wanted a “change.” When they got their “change” 
they found they got it where the turkey got the ax. 
That is not as slangy as it sounds, for with the king 
came lots of shedding of good Hebrew blood. 


Prayer.—I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to 
bray for you: but I will instruct you in the good and 
the right way (v. 23). Prayer is of first importance, 
to be sure, but instruction in the good and right way 
is a most valuable addition. You will be one of the 
highly favored ones when you have some good old 
saint who knows the Lord lifting up hands in prayer 
for you. As Tennyson sings: “More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of. Wherefore let 
thy voice rise like a fountain for me night and day.” 
Every man, whether he takes much stock in religion 
or not, likes to be prayed for. In the Ridgway fam- 
ily we have our prayers at the table after the evening 
meal. Guests can’t get out of it even if they should 
like to — which they never have. Quite the contrary. 
The other day I picked up an old Siwash College 
mate at a funeral and brought him home to supper. 
After a jolly meal I said, “Brownie, old fellow, we 
have our family prayers at this time, and while I know 
you are pretty hard boiled, religiously, I wonder if you 
wouldn’t like to join in with:us.” He looked at me 


- with a funny grin and said, “All right, Bill, go to it.” 


In college, by the way, I was about the last fellow 
Brownie would have ever expected to have family or 
any other kind of prayers. (You never can tell!) 
That was the why of his funny grin. I read the 
Scripture and made the prayer, mentioning very par- 
ticularly and very tenderly my good old friend Brownie. 
“Well, old top, how did you like it?” I asked as we 
arose. “Bill, I want to tell you I liked it more than 
I am able to tell you — but do you know, that is only 
the second time in sixty years I have ever had any- 
one pray for an old hard-time sinner like me?” And 
there was a little moisture in his eyes when he said it. 
About a year after this incident I met a man from 
the town where Brownie lives and owns some most 
valuable real estate. I asked after Brownie. “Ever 
see him?” “Sure, he comes to our church lately right 
along. Seems to like the preacher.” This set me to 
wondering whether that little prayer-meeting of Mrs. 
Ridgway, Brownie, and myself (the second time in a 
long life) had anything to do with “Brownie liking 
the preacher.” Well, Samuel prayed for his people 
and David came. Israel rose to her greatest. glory 
under the old man’s prayers, instruction, and choice. 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ..,............1 Samuel 9 to m 
2. July 10.—Samuel’s Farewell ................- 1 Samuel 12 
3. July 17.—Samuel Anoints David ........ 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4. July 24.—David and Goliath ..............0008 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31.—David and Jonathan ......1 Samuel 18 ; 1-4; 

19 3 1-7}. 20: 1-423 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul ..........+00- 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5:1-5; 6:1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12:28 
30. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12: September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12: 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 


391 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one ‘dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department: The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date ot the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ps desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


“Old Moody.”—I am old and grayhcaded (1 Sam, 
12:2). I was in Texas some time ago, and | hap- 
pened to pick up a newspaper, and there they called 
me “Old Moody.” Old! Why, I am only sixty-two, 
I cannot conceive of getting old. I have a life that 
is never going to end. Read the ninety-first Psalm: 
“With long life will I satisfy him.” That doesn’t 
mean seventy years. Would seventy satisfye,ou? Did 
you ever see @ man or woman of that age satisfied? 
You know that seventy wouldn’t satisfy you. Wou.d 
eighty? Would ninety? Would one hundred? “With 
long life will I satisfy him’ — life without end! Don’t 
call me old. I have only begun to live—From D. L. 
Moody, in Christian Leadership. Sent by the Rev. 
Charles W. Anderson, Charleston, Ark. 


The Snowdrop.—I am old and grayheaded (v. 2). 
When Dr, Rees preached last in North Wales, a friend 
said to him, “You are whitening fast, Dr. Rees.” The 
old gentleman did not say anything then, but when he 
got into the pulpit he said, “There is a wee white 
flower that comes up through the earth at this season 
of the year. Sometimes it comes up throug! the snow 
and frost; but we are all glad to see the snowdrop, 
because it proclaims that the winter is over and the 
summer is at hand. A friend reminded me last night 
that I was whitening fast. But heed not that, brother ; 
it is to me a proof that my winter will soon be over; 
that I shall have done presently with the cold east 
winds and the frosts of earth, and that my summer, 
my eternal summer, is at hand.”—From. the United 
Methodist. Sent by J, A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Must Leave It Behind.—I have walked before you 
from my youth unto this day (v. 2). A young min- 
ister was leaving a North Country town, and was 
bidding an old lady good-by. ‘Well, sir,” she said, 
“you'll be busy packing up your belongings, I expect?” 
“Yes,” he replied. “I have only a few things to get 
into boxes now.” ‘“There’s one thing you won't be 
able to: pack up, sir,” said the old lady. “You'll have 
to leave that behind.” “I don’t know — whatever is 
that?” questioned the minister. “You can’t pack 
up your influence, sir,” she answered quietly. 
That is true, whether influence is good or bad: 
What kind of influence will you leave behind when 
God’s call comes?—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark; Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Naming Our Sins.—We have sinned (v.10). “The 
word sin has come to be a nice religious word,” said 
the Rev.: Mark Guy Pearse, “and a man who calls 
himself the chief of sinners thinks he is half a saint, 
If he called himself the chief of scoundrels he wouldn’t 
think so! Call your sins by the right name. An 
elder of a church, who had fallen, once prayed: ‘O 
Lord, thou knowest that thy servant in a moment of 
unwatchfulness fell into grievous sin.’ Another 
brother interrupting said, ‘Why on earth don’t you 
tell the Lord you got drunk?’ Ah, there was a touch 
of reality about that. The more direct we are in 
our prayers the better.”,—From the Christian Herald, 
Sent by J, A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Flower or Swill?—Turn not aside from following 
Jehovah (v. 20). The man who turns his back on 
Christ and Heaven for the Devil and hell is like a 
humming bird leaving a flower for a swill barrel.— 
From Billy Sunday. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Although God Sees All.—Ye have indeed done all 
this evil... The Lord will not forsake his people (vs. 
20, 22). John McNeill in a recent sermon spoke the 
comforting word that “God spares all but himself 
that awful sight: a naked human heart.” And yet 
this all-seeing, all-understanding God, himself sinless 
and holy and righteous, who sees our hearts in their 
nakedness, still loves us! Could there be a more mar- 
velous test and evidence of his love that, in spite of 
such a sight, it “never faileth’?—From The Sunday 
— Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 

ia, y 


Was Lord Clive Satisfied?—Vain things which can- 
not profit nor deliver (v, 21). The most magnificent 
example of the passing glory of worldly fame is 
that of Lord Clive, the conqueror of India, Admiral 
Dewey’s reception after the battle of Manila is a 
shadow compared to that of Lord Clive’s on his re- 
turn to India. When he arrived he was made a mem- 
ber of the peerage, and they voted him an allowance 








equal to a king’s ransom. They made 
him a gift of an estate and a marble cas- 
tle in which to live. -They would stand 
and cheer him on the street and run to 
do him honor. And yet, with that end- 
less stream of gold flowing in from the 
state treasury, and the plaudits of the 
throngs ringing in his ears, Lord Clive 
climbed one day into a little musty garret 
and there amid the dust and the shadows 
sent a bullet crashing through his brain. 
—l‘rom Bible Messages. Sent by William 
S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


All Ways and Always.—For the Lord 
will not forsake his people (v. 22). I 
heard a Christian worker read Hebrews 
13:5 backward: “Thee forsake nor thee 
leave never will I.” It is as true and 
precious no matter which way we read it. 
—Sent by John Fleck, Stwrling Shire, 
Scotland. 


When She Prayed.—Moreover as for 
me, God forbid that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you (v. 
23). A man had decided to leave his 
wife, although he had no just cause. He 
had a sister who knew how to lay hold 
upon God in prayer. After hearing what 
her brother was planning to do, she went 
to his office to see him. Fearing that 
he had given orders that she was not to 
be admitted, she did not ask to see him, 
but simply walked straight into his pres- 
ence. She tried to persuade him not to 
do the thing he had planned, but in vain, 
As she left the office, troubled and sor- 
rowful, he said to her: “Now, for good- 
ness’ sake, don’t go home and pray about 
it! If you do I may as well give up.” 
She did go home and pray about it, and 
he did “give up.”—Related by a@ friend 
who knew the sister. Sent by Mrs. 
Frances Pierce, Marlboro, N. H. Prise 
illustration. 


Prayer that Waits.—Far be it from 
me that I should sin... im ceasing to 
pray (v. 23). If I am to talk to my friend 
on the telephone, after I have rung him 
up, I must wait for an answer. It is 
not a bit of use to ring up and then put 
the instrument down. I must wait until 
I hear the “Hello!” or “Are you there?” 
from the other end. Now, it is exactly 
like that in prayer—we must give God 
time to reply. It is not a bit of use to 
offer up a prayer and then ring off. That 
is a mistake people often make in prayer. 
—From Dr. J. D. Jones. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When the Leaf Moved.—Thy loving- 
kindness is before mine eyes (Golden 
Text). Richard Jefferies, in his unique 
book, “The Story of My Heart,” wrote 
that he was sitting by his window one 
summer evening watching for the first 
star to appear, as he knew the position 
of the brightest star in the southern sky. 
The dark came on, and grew deeper, but 
the star did not shine. By and by other 
stars less bright appeared. ‘So it could 
not be the sunset which obscured the 
expected one. Finally he concluded that 
he must have mistaken its position, when 
suddenly a puff of air blew through the 
branch of a pear tree which overhung 
the window, a leaf moved, and there was 
the star behind the leaf! When we can- 
not see God’s beautiful star of love, there 
is always something on earth that ob- 
scures it. It never fails to shine, but, 
just as a tiny leaf hid that bright star 
from Jefferies’ view, some small thing 
may prevent us from seeing the light of 
God’s love-—From the Christian Herald, 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the glorious record of thy 
servant Samuel. We thank thee for his 
faithfulness, his wisdom, his purity in the 
midst of the sins of the people. Grant that 
we may have a clean record day by day 
and that our lives may count for righteous- 
ness. Give us great wisdom, we pray thee, 
to mect problems that come to wus, and a 
patient faith that nothing can disturb. If 
thou givest us responsibilities of leadership, 
may it be to the end that thy name shall 
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be glorified. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—See, I have here a 
clean, white sheet Of paper. Let us im- 
agine that your record is to be written 
on it. It is all blank now, and you are 
to say what shall go into the record. 
Then, a few years hence, you are to take 
the paper and look over it, and mark 
whatever you think must have been dis- 
pleasing to our heavenly Father in that 
record. It was wonderful that Samuel 
could challenge the people as he did con- 
cerning his own record. His message to 
the people is just as much needed for us 
as it was for them: “Only fear the Lord, 
and serve him in truth with all your 
heart.” Suppose you and I were to do 
that, what a wonderful record this white 
sheet would contain! Let us ask God 
now to enable us to keep true, and to 
serve him faithfully to the end. 

FEAR 


SERVE (GOD 


WILL YOU? 


We ask it in Jésus’ name. 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I Am ‘Trusting, Lord, in Thee.” 
“In the Service of the King,.’” 
“Trusting Jesus, That is All,” 

“fT am Praying for You.” 
“Confidence.” 

“A Trust Song.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“O Keep My Heart” (56: 1-3). Psalm 26 : 1-8. 
“God is King” (198: 1-3). Psalm 99: 1-5. 
“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83 : 1-3). 
: Psalm 37 : 1-6, 34°40. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224: 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 112: 1-8 
we 


. Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Righteousness and religion. 


2. Clean records — Samuel’s 
ours. 


6¢/ YHEATING in her English test. Yes, 

pretty, refined, gentle Lydia—a 
faithful member of her church Young 
People’s ‘Society, so thoughtful and help- 


day, in 


‘| sire for a change of rulers, 





ful — but dishonest, claiming as her own 
what she stole from another.” So said 
one teacher of Lydia’s to another, adding, 
“And what is more and worse, she says, 
‘Most of the other girls do it — when they 
need it— and can, and they nearly al- 
ways can, you know.” How disturbingly 
prevaient such a standard—if one may 
call cheating a “standard’—is among 
young people today every teacher knows 
only tvo well, Said one high school boy 
when questioned by his uncle, “Oh, about 
ninety-five percent of our fellows do it. 
Nobody thinks anything of it.” And 
when asked how those boys could expect 
to be trusted by one another, in business, 
in after years, he replied, “Well, we'll all 
be in the same boat, anyhow, so we'll 
know what to expect!” 

“A substitute for righteousness” — will 
this lesson help you to show your girls 
that there is none, despite the plea for 
one recently voiced so confidently by one 
of the faculty of one of our great (?) 
institutions of learning? And further that 
genuine righteousness that can stand the 
strain of life’s real tests must be rooted 
in true religion, even as true religion 
must bear the fruit of unswerving right- 
eousness? A self-evident truth, you think? 
Find out how many of that group of 
girls of yours fully agree with you, in 
practice as well as theory —if you can. 


2. You can do this by studying with 
them Samuel’s record from childhood to 
death, as Scripture so frankly reveals it, 
comparing it with his own claims as he 
voiced them in this twelfth chapter of 
1 Samuel. Begin with that statement 
about his telling the whole truth to the 
old priest, when but a little boy (1 Sam. 
3:18), which was no easy thing for a 
child to do. Notice how immediately 
Scripture records the result of such hon- 


esty, in verses 19 and 20. Israel learned’ 


early that they could trust Samuel, both 
as to word and deed, so we hear not one 
voice raised against his claim of a clean 
record, in his old age, when they would 
have been mighty glad of any excuse in 
Samuel’s conduct to warrant their de- 
Their very 
silence on that occasion reminds one of 
the similar silence on the part of the old 
neighbors of Jesus of Nazareth, when he 
claimed Messiahship in their synagogue. 
Not one word of real accusation could 
they bring against him, angry as they 
were with his claim. 

And so it is in our day. There is no 
substitute for righteousness that will bear 
the revelations of those who know us 
best. That dear, attractive girl of yours 
who fails ever so little in telling the 
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truth, or who gives or accepts help in 
her school tests, who quotes without quo- 
tation marks in her school themes, who 
“just doesn’t let mother know” where she 
was last night, or even “just lets mother, 
or teacher, think so-and-so,” however con- 
trary to the fact (have you ever heard 
her say, slyly, “It won’t hurt her a bit 
to think that’?), claiming all the time 
to be a Christian girl, a follower of the 
Lord Jesus— give her the full light of 
God’s standards, with this lesson. 


Home Study 
Read all of Samuel’s story, 1 Samuel, 
chapters 3-12, 15, and 25. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Clean hands, 
Discussion: In what ways does God 
speak to his servants in these times? 
Objective: Coming through clean, 


AY, fellows, “who shall ascend into 

the hill of the Lord? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? He that hath 
clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully” (Psa. 24:3, 4). That 
describes Samuel as he stood before the 
people at the end of his long career. 
With his life before them as an open 
book, he challenged them to pick a flaw 
in his record. It was a wonderful ex- 
hibition of a clear conscience. It takes 
a strong man to hold office and keep clear:-— 
There are many temptations to accept 
gifts and to use authority for personal 
gain. All these had come to Samuel, but 
he had steered a straight course, and 
had arrived at the end of his term with 
unsoiled hands. 

Fellows, is it possible for you and me 
to arrive at life’s destination with a clean 
record like that? I believe it is; but we 
must discover Samuel’s secret. That se- 
cret uncovers itself in his farewell ad- 
dress, when he pleads with Israel to obey 
the voice of the Lord. “But if ye will 
not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel , 
against the commandment of the Lord, 
then shall the hand of the Lord be against 
you, as it was against your fathers.” 

Do you recall the time when Samuel 
first got acquainted with the voice of 
the Lord? It was in the Temple that 
night when, as a boy, he said, “Speak; 
for thy servant heareth.” 

Oh, fellows, if you would just listen, 
God would speak to you. He wants to 
talk to you now, this day —this moment. 
If the President of the United States 
should call your name in the crowd, you ~ 
would be startled; you would stop and 
listen. If some movie star, or your fa- 
vorite Big League baseball player should 
speak your name, you would stop in your 
tracks as though you had been shot. But 
the great God who created the heavens 
and the earth calls the names of his chil- 
dren, and they heedlessly rush along fid- 
dling with trifles, while the big business 
waits. 

Fellows, would you like to know one 
sure way to hear the voice of the Lord? 
T’'ll tell you. Take your Bible in your 
hand, in some quiet place alone. Close 
your eyes and lift your heart in prayer, 
asking Him to speak to you through his 
Word. Ask him earnestly. Then open 
the Book and read. Read very slowly. 
Pick up each word. Did you ever go 
to a seed store and run your hand down 
in a sack of seed, then lift it and let the 
grain slowly slip through your fingers, 
examining each one critically? That is 
the best way I know to read\thé Bible — 
verse by verse, just waiting —and I be- 
lieve your experience will be like mine. 
God will say something to you, so fresh, 
so keen, so true, so startling and wonder- 
ful, that you will tingle with the con- 
sciousness of his presence. Try it, fel- 
lows. Get the habit. You will discover 
a marvelous companionship and you will . 
hear his voice. 

Samuel must have dorfe that. Samuel 
came through clean. You can do that, 
and you can come through clean. 
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Lesson for July 1¢ 
1 Samuel 12 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 3) 

1. That they wanted to be like the other 
nations. 

2. The occasion was the unfitness of Sam- 
uel’s sons who had been appointed by Sam- 
uel to rulership. The cause was a heart of 
rebellion against Jchovah. 


3. The sin of worldly conformity. It was 
to be like the nations round them that 
Israel demanded a king. To be “different” 


from the social standards of the world is 
still the “impossible” thing to many Chris- 
tians; to be “like the rest” of the world the 
chief aim in life, especially with young peo- 
ple. 

4. He carried it to the Lord in prayer, re- 
peatedly, as he had done so faithfully in 
other difficulties. See 1 Samuel 7:1, 8, 9; 
10 : 6, 21; 9:15; 12:5. 

s. To God’s. warning these people continued 
to pray, “Nay; but we will have a king over 
us.” Jesus prayed, with the bitter cup 
pressed to his lips, . . . “nevertheless, net 
my. will, but thine be done” (Luke 22 : 42). 

6. Chapter 9:15, we read that God told 
Samuel in his ear about Saul. 

7. This was one of the several times, re- 
corded in Scripture, that God said, “Yes,’”’ to 
a prayer, after full warning that his will 
was otherwise, because there was no other 
‘ way to teach the petitioner truly to accept 
his will. 


8 See 1 Samuel 12: 20-25 for this full an- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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swer. Note the place of true prayer (Sam- 
uel’s) in this course. 

9. A tall, handsome man. 

10. Ramah, Mizpeh, and Gilgal, 

11, He was not of the tribe of Judah, out 
of which the promised Messiah must come. 

12, Physical impressiveness, strength, hu- 
mility of spirit, courteousness, industry, 
courage, recognition of God’s leadership. 

13. The Spirit of the Lord rested on him. 

14. To lead Israel against their enemies, 

15. Disobedience to God. 

16. Rejection by the Lord, the collapse of 
his life program, ended by death in a lost 
battle. 

. ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EVIEW last week’s lesson by asking 
the class a few questions like these: 
What reasons did the Israelites give for 
asking for‘ a king? Who was the last 
judge? Who was the first king? 
After the king had led the people 
against their enemies, and they had gained 
a great victory, and returned home, Sam- 
uel called the people together, and. had 


| a long farewell talk with them, This was 


not because Samuel was going to die. real 
soon. He lived a long time after this. 
He was saying “Good-by” to the people, 
because since they had a king, he was not 
their judge any longer, but he still served 
the people as prophet. Samuel had spent 
his whole life in public service, and now, 
as he was about to leave, he spread his 
life before them, and it is beautiflul to 
think that there was not a single stain 
on it. The people agreed that he had 
made a fair, honest, kind judge. 

Perhaps Samuel was a bit disappointed 
and sad when he thought about the peo- 
ple asking for a king, but he thought 
more of the people’s welfare than his 
own. He was afraid the king might lead 
them away from the Lord. He knew’that 
if they did turn away from following the 
Lord they would be sure to suffer for it, 
for the Lord would punish them by de- 
livering them into the hands of their 
enemies. The old man thought how happy 
the people would be if they only would 
fear the Lord, and obey his voice. 

But he knew how they had always acted, 
and he wished so much for them to turn 
away from their sinful ways that he 
asked God to send a great rain storm, 
with thunder and lightning, not because 
he was angry with them and wanted to 
get even, but to make them feel their 
sinfulness. When the people saw the 
dark clouds and the hard rain and heard 
the loud peals of thunder, they were 
afraid they were going to be killed. Then 
they confessed their sins and asked Sam- 
uel to pray for them. This was what 
Samuel wanted them. to do, so he told 
them not to be afraid, that although 
they had done so wickedly, that if they 
would serve the Lord, he would not for- 
sake them. And he said, too, that he 
would always. pray for them, and that 
he would still teach them the right way. 

Have the class repeat with you the 
whole of the verse from which the Mem- 
ory Verse is taken: “And Samuel said 
unto the people, Fear not: ye have done 
all this wickedness: yet turn not aside 
from following the Lord, but serve the 
Lord with all your heart.” 

Sing “True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.” 


Curnton, S. C. 


od 
Buddhist Sunday Schools 
in Ceylon 


R. J. VINCENT MENDIS, the 
General ‘Secretary of the Ceylon 
Sunday School Union, in his report to 
the World’s Sunday School Association, 
tells interestingly of his work as follows: 
‘Ceylon is mainly a Buddhist coun- 
try and the majority of the children are 
taught to worship the image of the 
Buddha in the temples every full-moon 
day. They recognize no God and believe 
they should do good in order to gather 
‘merit,’ which would stand them: in good 
stead when they are reborn a hundred 
times and more and help them finally to 
cease to exist altogether. 
“The recent revival in Buddhism has 





resulted, among other things, in their 
adopting several of the methods that have 
been found successful in the Christian 
Church. One of these is the wide estab- 
lishment of Buddhist Sunday-schools in 
the country. There are temples in every 
village and the Buddhist Sunday-school 
is generally timed to be held at the very 
hour of our Sunday-school, and the tem- 
pel bell calls the children away. One 
result is the thinning down of the at- 
tendance in our village Sunday-schools, 
where most of the children are Buddhist, 
Hindu, or Mohammedan and whose par- 
ents would in most cases insist on their 
children obeying the call of the temple. 
Our workers in some places have had 
cause for much discouragement, but we 
have stressed the opportunity as one of 
special advantage to do more intensive 
work among the few available. In some 
places the Buddhist Sunday-school has not 
had a long lease of life, with the result 
that our workers have had the joy of 
greeting back the scholars who had been 
kept away from them for a little time. 

“There are eight thousand villages (the 
total number of villages in Ceylon is 
about twelve thousand) where the name 
of Jesus has never been spoken, and 
how we wish it were possible that the 
growing generation should all know him, 
who is the Light and Life.” 
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The Flying Bed 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


IDGE turned and tossed in her lit- 

tle white iron bed this way, that 
way. She got up on her knees once, and 
peaked out of the window at the stars. 

“You're wide awake, too,’ she said 
softly. “But I ought to be asleep. Guess 
I'll turn a somersault, and —” 

“Ho, ho, little lady!” said a voice be- 
hind her, 

Midge flopped over quick as scat. There 
on the bedpost sat the funniest little man 
she had ever seen. He wasn't any bigger 
than Peter Crane’s baby brother. On his 
head was a pointed cap like the elves 
wear. It was bright green. His vest 
was red like the brownies’ vests, and he 
had a long white beard like Santa Claus. 

Midge caught her breath in surprise. 
She wasn’t the least bit afraid of him, for 
he was such a jolly looking little man. 
His eyes twinkled like her favorite star, 
and his mouth turned up at the corners. 

“Are you the sandman?” asked Midge, 
straightening herself out properly on the 
bed. “I see you've brought a bag of 
something. Is it sand?” 

“No, indeed, it isn’t sand,” said the 
little man. “It’s far nicer than sand.” 

“Do tell me about it, please.” 

“It's —it’s—” the little man looked 
this way, that way. He put his finger 
on his lips and whispered, “Hush!” 

“Yes, yes, please tell me,” Midge whis- 
pered back. 

“It’s a pair of wings!” 

“Wings?” Midge’s eyes popped wide 
open. Oh, oh, she thought, maybe he’s 
one of my Whispering Voices, and — 

“How would you like to do some fly- 
ing?” the little man was asking. 

Flying! Midge quivered with delight. 

“Are you going to take me to the Won- 
derful World of Make-Believe?” she 
asked, eagerly. 

“If you will promise to do just as I 
tell you, we shall make a flying trip. We 
haven’t much time. Do you promise?” 

“Oh, yes, indeed!” Midge sat up, ready 
to jump out of bed. 

“Lie down!” ordered the little man. 

And down Midge flopped. But she 
kept her eves open and watched his every 
move. The little man opened the bag 
at his feet and brought out two wings. 
They were small and looked a good deal 
like the chicken wings in Peter Crane’s 
back yard. But the little man began to 
smooth them, and as he pressed them 
gently they grew bigger and bigger. 

“Angel wings!” murmured Midge. 
“Beautiful white angel wings!” And 
: long, deep sigh of happiness escaped 

er 


“What are you doing?” she asked sud- 
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denly, for the little man had jumped down 
from the bedpost and disappeared. 

“I’m fastening the wings under the bed,” 
he called up to her. 

“Will the bed fly?” asked Midge. 

The little man chuckled to himself, 
“Fly? You just wait and see,” he said, 

Up he came and jumped nimbly to his 
place on the post. “You must lie per- 
fectly still in the middle in order to bal- 
ance the bed. Spread out your arms a 
little. That's better. Do you feel any 
motion ?” 

Midge fairly held her breath. “Yes, 
yes,” she said softly, as she felt a gentle 
swaying. 

“Good !”’ said the little man. “I am glad 


that your window is open at night. Now 
we can get out easily,” 
“Oh, are we going outside? I thought 


we would just sail around in the room.” 
“It may be a tight squeeze through the 
window, but we shall make it,” said the 
little man. 
And they did. The bed cyf.ed up a bit 
at the sides, and the tall headposts sank 
down while they were going through. 


| But they popped up again the minute they 


were outside. 

“Oh, isn’t it wonderful!” cried Midge. 
“I can see the stars so plainly now.” 

Up and up flew the bed, with Midge 
nestled in the center and the funny little 
- astride the post holding on for dear 
ife, 

“How fast we are going!” cried 
Midge. “Oh, I love it. It is like the 
swing under the apple tree, only more so. 
It doesn’t stop when it gets up. What's 
that lovely white thing we are coming 
to? Why, we are to it already. Oh, 
dear, what can it be? It feels so soft.” 

“What does it look like, little lady?” 
asked the funny man. 

Midge was silent a moment. She felt 
the filmy stuff around her. Then she 
said, “It— it looks like the veil I shall 
wear when I marry the Prince.” 

“Gocd. This is a veil to screen and 
protect us from the unlovely things of 
the world. Some people call it a cloud. 
Now we have passed through it. What 
do you see above you?” 

“It’s gone, my lovely veil,” cried Midge, 
as the fluffy, fleecy, feathery cloud slip- 
ped through her fingers. “But look, just 
look at those stars. One, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven of them!” 

“Right! Those seven stars form the 
dipper.” 

“T see it. The cup part is tipped right 
toward my mouth,” said Midge. 

“And do you see that long stretch of 
pale light? That is the Milky Way. It 
is made up of millions of stars, so tiny 
that they look like a blur. That is why 
it is called the Milky Way. Open your 
mouth now, and you shall have a drop 
to drink.” 

Pop open went Midge’s mouth, and 
down from the dipper* fell a drop of 
star milk. Midge just gurgled it around 
in her throat, she was so delighted. 

Suddenly the little man became excited. 
“Tt’s time we were going,” he announced. 
“T thought that I caught sight of a fiery 
dart in the sky.” 

“Oh, I want to see it,” cried Midge, 
and she sprang up in the bed. 

“Orders were to lie down,”’ commanded 
the little man. 

“But just one peek over the edge, 
please.” Midge crept closer to the side, 
The bed rocked, tipped. 

“Lie in the center,” the little man or- 
dered, but his voice sounded weak. Midge 
glanced at him. He was rather indis- 
tinct. In fact, he seemed to be fading 
away. 

“Just one teeny-tiny peek,” pleaded 
Midge. 

There was no reply from the little 
man. Midge hung over the side of the 
bed. My, how they tilted! And how 
fast they were dropping down, down, 
down! Her head felt dizzy. She couldn’t 
bring it back into the bed. Then sud- 
denly she sat bolt upright and opened 
her eyes. She had tumbled out of bed 
and was sitting on the floor, and the sun 
was flooding the room with radiance. 

“Why, it’s morning!” cried Midge. 
“Another play day! Oh, but I shall never 
forget that wonderful trip in the flying 
bed !” 

Mirorp, Conn. 
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The Power Unto Salvation. (Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, 20 cents.) 
Five proiessors of the Lutheran Theolog- 
ical Seminary in St. Louis delivered these 
addresses im connection with the quadri- 
centennial celebration of Tyndale’s trans- 
lation of the Bible. These professors 
present a solid front in upholding the 
Bible — one wishes that the young men 
in all the seminaries of our land might 
be in hands as safe as these. 


Chimes and the Children. By Walter 
Russeil: Bowie, D.D. (i. H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) Here is another vol- 
ume of short talks to children. Pastors 
must find thenr quite useful since new 
collections appear’ so frequently. The 
author has the, happy faculty of taking 
simple, everyday subjects, such: as moths 
and pigeons, races and chimes, weaving 
the spell of a little story around them, 
and then applying the lesson. But as in 
his former books, his talks do not suffi- 
ciently go to the root of the matter, and 
there is no clear teaching of the way of 
salvation through the cleansing blood of 
Christ. Surely the children need the 
whole truth, and how can we train up a 
child in the way he should go unless we 
teach him clearly the way of salvation? 


The Life of Alexander Whyte, D.D. 
By G. F. Barbour. (George H. Doran 
Co:, New York, $3, net.) The number 
of editions to which a book may run is 
an index to its importance, and to the 
value set upon it-by the, public. From 
the fact that this is the seventh edition 
of this life of Dr. Whyte, the merit of 
the book is obvious. The late Dr. Whyte, 
minister of Free St. George’s, Edinburgh, 
and, Principal of New College, Edinburgh, 
occupied a commanding place in the the- 
ological world. He was a member of 
the Free Church of Scotland, that com- 
munion which has produced so many pre- 
eminent men, and a man of weight in its 








Books that meet the needs of those 





who long for clear, Spirit- directed 





expositions of Scripture truths 





The writings of Lewis Sperry Chafer have been of great bless- 


ing to many. 


needed in 


His thoroughly Scriptural teachings are greatly 
this day of spintual confusion. 


To own a complete 


set of these books and to keep them in circulation will prove 
a commendable and profitable ministry. 


MAJOR BIBLE THEMES 


A manual of Christian doctrine char- 
acterized by clearness, .brevity, and ac- 
curacy, incorporating the most vital truths 
of the Scriptures. For the individual or 
group — suitable as a text book or refer- 
ence work, with 14 questions for each of 
the 49 chapters. 344 pages, only $1.25. 


GRACE 


In this careful study Grace is shown to be 
the very heart of Christianity. The funda- 
mental distinctions between Law and Grace 
are shown, with practical applications to 
every-day life, including a complete analysis 
of the Sabbath question. Of great value to 
every Christian, and especially important for 
soul-winners. A complete answer to every 
form of Modernism, Legalism, and Seventh- 
Dayism. 394 pages, $1.50. 


SATAN 


A clear exposition of Satan’s origin, sin, 
Purpose, method, and end, as well as his 
connection with modern cults and modern 
social reform. ‘“Satan’s ambition was not to 
become a fiend, but rather to become LIKE 
the Most High. The Satanic ideal of this age 
is then an improved social order ... and his 
message reformation and self-development”— 
all, of course, without the atoning work of 
Christ. 163 -pages, $1.00. 


SALVATION 


This book has received the highest press 
and personal commendation. The great doc- 
trines of the cross, salvation and the eternal 
security of the believer are unfolded. It is 
a hand book for every earnest Christian. 

152 pages, $1.00. 


HE THAT IS SPIRITUAL 

A wonderfully rich study of the deeper 
truths of the Christian life. “The spiritual 
reasoning of the book is close and will re- 
quire thoughtful reading, but it will develop 
devotion, faith and joy in those whose hearts 
are open to the truth.” 168 pages, $1.09. 


THE KINGDOM IN HISTORY 
AND PROPHECY 


The whole outline of Scripture teaching as 
to God’s plan and purpose in the earth. The 
questions, “What is the kingdom?” “What is 
the Church?” and “When and how will Christ 
return?” are answered from the Bible itself. 

157 pages, $1.00. 


TRUE EVANGELISM, OR 
SOUL-WINNING BY PRAYER 

A timely and sane book, which should be 
read by all pastors and evangelists. The 
chapter on false forces in evangelism is very 
suggestive. These false forces are discussed 
under the heads of Men, Methods, and Mes- 
sages. Too much dependence is placed on 
these forces, and not enough on the Holy 
Spirit. A real guide-book for service. 

158 pages, $1.00. 


Please add 10 percent for postage 
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councils. Overcoming, in the power -of 
God, obstacles in his childhood and youth 
that to some have been insurmountable, 
he pressed on to a life of singular use- 
fulness and power. His biography has 
brought blessing to many lives, and thus 
“he being dead yet speaketh.” 


How I Study My Bible. By Howard 
A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cents.) 
How and when to read and study the 
Bible is no small problem to many sin- 
cere but busy’ people today. This booklet 
by Dr. Kelly tells how he has solved 
this problem for himself... To follow his 
method of Bible study cannot fail to en- 
rich one in a truer knowledge of God's 
Word. Then, too, the unusual amount of 
time that he finds to devote to Bible study 
each day, and just. how this is: possible 
for even the busiest of persons, is a 
word that will indeed be welcomed by 
many lovers of the Word. 


The Golden Parable. By David James 
Burrell, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) “The parable of the 
Prodigal Son is. called The Golden Par- 
able because it is the crown-jewel of them 
all,” writes the author of this book, and 
in this conclusion there will be a general 
concurrence. None of the parables brings 
greater comfort to the heart than this 
one, which so graciously sets forth the 
Father’s love to sinners. Dr. Burrell has 
caught the spirit of our Lord’s teaching, 
and has presented it in a very satisfying 
manner. His handling of the subject is 
fresh and somewhat unusual, and the book 
deserves wide reading. 


we 
A New Life of Marshal Feng 


ITH all the confusion and the un- 

séttled state of China, many are 
deeply interested in knowing what is the 
attitude of the Christian Chinese them- 
selves. Particularly in view of the un- 
certainty in the minds of many as to just 
where Marshal Feng stands today, the 
opportunity of reading an authoritative 
story of his entire life up. to about a 
year ago will be welcomed. This has 
been given in an attractive, well illus- 
trated book entitled, “Marshal Feng, the 
Man and His Work,” written, by the Rev. 
Marcus Cheng, the Chaplain General of 
Feng’s army, who, because of his asso- 
ciation with Feng, is- better able to do this 
than probably any other man. So many 
people wrote him for first-hand facts 
that he decided to print them in. a book 
in order that many may share them. He 
did this at his own expense, and with- 
out General Feng knowing of. it. 

There is given the story of Feng’s. boy- 
hood and youth, of the struggles of his 
early life as a soldier, when his love for 
study, his high sense of honor, his unself- 
ishness, and his desire for the finest and 
highest things in life both for himself 
and others began to mark him as a man 
of unusual spirit and great capabilities. 
His early contacts with. Christianity and 
the incidents that led up to his acceptance 
of Christ are full of encouragement for 
those engaged in giving the Gospel. The 
chapters on “Fighting Sin” and “Teaching 
and Training His Soldiers” are intensely 
interesting and reveal, some of the re- 
markable accomplishments of this Chi- 
nese Nehemiah. The simplicity and ear- 
nestness of his: everyday life, his moral 
courage in bringing about needed reforms, 
his industry; his ‘studious habits, his warm 
Christian zeal and love for Bible study, 
his philanthropy, and perhaps. above. all 
his ‘willingness to subject himself to dis- 
cipline as stern or more so than any: he 
ever demands of ‘his men, will in part 
explain the profound respect and devoted 
love which he has won from his great 
army and the almost unbounded influence 
that he holds over officers and men. | 

Marcus Ch’eng himself in a letter writ- 
ten a couple of ‘months ago speaks of 
conducting meetings in which a church 
holding about one thousand people is so 
crowded that many have to be sent away, 
and comments, “We. hear so much of the 
anti-Christian news from China, it is 
well to remember that the Lord always 
has his seven thousand left: for one 
place reported ‘anti,’ there are many other 
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places where the work of the Lord is 
flourishing and going forward.” Regard- 
ing Feng he writes: “To say that a dog 
bites a man is no news, but to report that 
a man bites a dog is the very policy of 
news. All the Christian world knows 
that Feng reads the Bible and prays and 
loves Jesus. It is no news now, but the 
opposite will make a sensation. How- 
ever, we must not make the mistake of 
thinking that Chinese Christianity stands 
or falls with Feng. Thank God, our 
hope and trust are on more sure ground. 
God is the Lord of missions, his great 
command and promises are our trust.” 

_ The book should be a call to true Chris- 
tians everywhere to pray much for this 
Christian man at this crucial period in 
his career, when powerful pressure and 
influence seek to win him away from his 
early Christian faith and loyalty. 

The book is published in China, but a 
limited number of copies may be had from 
the Upper Canada Tract Society, 8 Rich- 
mond ‘Street, E., Toronto, for. 75 cents, 
postage 10 cents extra. Or it may be 
had from the publishers, Kelly and Walsh, 
Ltd., 12 Nanking Road, Shanghai, China, 
for $1, Mex. 


William T. Ellis’ New Book, 
“Bible Lands Today” 
(D. Appleton and Co., New York, $3.) 


8 wns years since the war have pro- 
duced a multitude of sketches of Bible 
lands and Bible byways, but Dr. Ellis’ 
latest volume surpasses them all. His re- 
cent trip covered all the lands of the 
Bible. 

_Dr. Ellis’ writing: is always readable, 
vivid, and captivating. His book of more 
than four hundred pages can be opened 
at random anywhere and will repay the 
reader. What the author has called “the 
Bible as a place book” is effectively dem- 
onstrated. One can certainly understand 
much of the Bible better by seeing, 
through a book of this sort, the actual 
parts of the earth where its scenes were 
lived. Photographic. illustrations are 
scattered: copiously through the pages. 

The author has the reporter’s gift of 
seizing upon the salient points of his 
story; the gift of the literary cartoonist 
whe by a stroke or two makes us see 
what a whole chapter of description might 
leave in obscurity. For example: “All 
of the elemental joys of life ... are for 
the wayfarer in the wilderness — sun- 
rises and sunsets such as the angels must 
enjoy; delightsome glimpses of graceful 
gazelles in motion; of flamingoes and 
storks winging their way across the 
wastes; camels on the sky line; moun- 
tains etched into loveliness of form and 
color by the sagd blasts of the Supreme 
Artist; primitive folk, chance-met, whose 
hospitality is like that which Abraham 
showed beneath the Oak of Mamre to 
the three angels; occasional relics of a 
past that was old at the beginning of his- 
tory; the -busy little life of insects and 
birds; the sense of freedom on the road; 
and all the other old and proved and in- 
dispensable things . ... Patience, propor- 
tion, Providence are lessons learned along 
these solitary ways” (p. 303). 

When the author leaves his field of 
entertaining and observant journalism 
and ventures into archeology and Zionism, 
the result is less satisfactory. In his “dis- 
covery” of Kadesh-Barnea Dr. Ellis 
makes the mistake of thinking of the Bib- 
lical name as referring to a particular 
spot, ‘whereas it was not a spot but a 
region. The great multitude of Israelites 
did not camp on a spot. Colonel Lawrence, 
brilliant personality, archeologist, and 
master-strategist though he is, fell into 
the same mistake in his strenuous effort 
to discredit H. Clay Trumbull’s identi- 
fication of "Ayn Qadees. Ain el Guderat, 
which Dr. Ellis believes is “the_true 
Kadesh-Barnea, missed for ages by Chris- 
tian scholars and explorers,” is well 
known. The region has been carefully 
examined by such men as Professor 
Palmer, Dr. Trumbull, Dr. George L. 
Robinson, Dr. Cobern, and Colonel Law- 
rence, not to mention others ; and the vari- 
ous claims may safely stand or fall on 
their own merits. 

The chapter on Zionism does not reckon 
with what the Scriptures say about it. Dr. 
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Lesson for July 1¢ 


‘-: Samuel 12 


Ellis records poiitical and racial diff- 
culties in the way of Zionism, and seems 


They were not decisive factors when God 
decided to bring Israel out of Egypt back 


be when God’s promised hour strikes 
again. If Dr. Ellis were clear on the 
teaching of the Scriptures and the future 
of the Jews, he would understand Zion- 
ism as one cannot without that light. 
Yet it is interesting to note that, in the 
conclusion of his chapter, he weakens in 
the opposition he has had to it in recent 
years. He notes that his “sympathy 
marches with the children of Abraham, 
who, like their famous forbear, ‘seek a 
country,’” admits that “the new life of 
the Zionist colonists is real and_ signifi- 
cant,” and concedes: “It-may be that they 
will yet come to self-support on the rich 
soil of Esdraelon, Jezreel, and the Mari- 


With due allowance for limitations and 
mistaken interpretations of this sort, the 
book is a valuable contribution to our 
knowledge of the lands of the Scriptures, 
and especially of that Land which will 
some day, perhaps in the very near future, 
become the center of afl the countries of 
the world. 








The Victorious Life 




















How Are You Spreading News 
of the Conferences ? 


N. RESPONSE to ane of the letters 

sent out by the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony telling abeut the Student Con- 
ference at America’s~ Keswick, June 25 
to July 3, and enclosing a poster an- 
houncing the conference, has come this 
letter. from a young nurse who attended 
last year’s Student Conference: 

“Already some of our girls are in- 
terested in the Conference. May I please 
ask you to send me several more posters 
and a dozen or more folders, so that 
I may spread the good news throughout 
our various dormitories? 

“Oh, I do hope that some of our stu- 
dents can go, for they do need Keswick. 
If anyone needs Christ, a nurse does! 

“May the Lord bless the prayers that 
are going up to him for this year’s Stu- 
dent Conference, and may he bless the 
Council members’ and others who are 
working for him in this plan.” 

Are you as prayerfully and enthusi- 
astically telling others about Keswick and 
the conferences that are prepared for this 
year? A list of the various conferences 
is given below. A handsome poster has 
been prepared suitable -for placing in 
church vestibules and on: bulletin boards. 
This together with programs of the confer- 
ence and full information may be had if 
you will address the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, telling them 
what you need. 

a4 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference, 
July 9§-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July 23-31.— “ “ “ 


Aug. 6-14.— & " e 
Au g. 20-28.— “ “ a 
Sept. 2-5— “ * ? 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. ~ 


All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 8o- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Sireet, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 


Will you pass on the above information to 
those who may be interested in attending or 
praying for these conferences? Prayer is es- 
pecially asked that there shall be clearly pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, and that 
there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of 
every. one apart from Christ to live a life 


July 17 Applying Christian Standards in 


July 24. What Are Causes and Cures of Un- 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Amusements. Phil. 4:8; 1 Cor. 6:12; 
8 : 12, 13. 


rest? Psa. 43: 1-5; Matt. 11 : 28-30. 
Sunday, July 10 

Christ’s Teachings That Are too Seldom 

Practised (Matt. 5: 38-48) (Con- 
secration meeting) 





Mon.—Christ’s love teaching (Luke 6: 


27-36). 
Tues—His humility teaching (Matt. 


18.: 1-6). 

Wed.—His forgiveness teaching (Matt. 
18 : 1§~35). 

Thurs.—His self-control teaching (Matt: 
18 : 7-9). 

Fri—His happiness teaching (Matt. 5: 
1-12). 


Sat.—His faith teaching (Matt. 6: 25-34). 
What strikes: you as a difficult teaching of 
Christ? Why? 

What do you think of “turning the other 
cheek’? 

Why is Christ’s teaching about forgiveness 
often neglected? 


ARK GUY PEARSE tells of an in- 
cident that occurred after he had 
preached a sermon on Christ’s invitation 
to the weary and heavy laden: 
“I had finished my sermon when a man 
came to me and said: 
“IT wish I had known what you were 
going to preach about. I could have told 
you something,’ 
_ “Well, my friend,’ I said, ‘may I have 
it now?’ 
: on you know why his yoke is light, 
sir? 
“Well, because the good Lord helps 
us to carry it, I suppose,’ I replied. 

“*No, sir,” said he, shaking his head. 
‘I think I know better than that. You 
see when I was a boy at home, I used 
to drive oxen, and the yoke was. never 
made to balaiice as you said. Father’s 
yokes were always made heavier on one 
side than the other. Then; you see, we 
would put a weak bullock in alongside 
of a strong bullock; the light end would 
come on the weak ox, the heavier end on 
the stronger one. . That’s why the yoke 
is easy and the burden is light, because 
the Lord’s yoke is made with the heavy 
end on his shoulder.’” 

w 
Should it not encourage us as we think 
about the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to remember that, in a sense ut- 
terly beyond the ability of any human 
teacher, -he lived the things he taught? 
We. might even. put it stronger, he was 
those things that he taught. He does 
not ask us to do one thing that he has 
not already done. His yoke is indeed 
easy because he bears it for us. 
w 

We need just such encouragement as 
we think about the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It will be helpful if each 
of us sits down alone with these chapters 
in Matthew that we call the Sermon on 
the Mount, and in which our Scripture 
lesson is found. Let us face each precept 
that the Lord Jesus Christ laid down. 
Can we honestly and sincerely say that 
we can measure up to even one of them? 
Some may seem at first glance to be 
harder and more difficult than others. 
Yet, if we seriously consider them all, 
we shall find that each of them is utterly 
beyond our strength to fulfill, What a 
discouraging revelation of ourselves this 
Sermon on the Mount is, but what a 
glorious revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for he lived all of these precepts. 

ye 

But it would be the cruelest kind of 
mockery had the Lord Jesus merely laid 
down these precepts, knowing all the 
while that it would be utterly impossible 
for man to attain them. Notice how he 














pleasing to God. 


|} tached to the vine. If we as Christians 


ended his instruction, “Enter ye in at the 


and broad is the way, that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: because strait [narrow] is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find 
it” (Matt. 7: 13, 14). Here is not merely 
what to do, but how to do. 
And what is the narrow gate and the 
narrow way? The Lord Jesus elsewhere 
tells us that he himself is the way, the 
truth, and the life (John 14:6). He him- 
self is not only our example, but the one 
who, through his Holy Spirit, will pro- 
duce in us the very life and acts with 
which the Sermon on the Mount deals. 
Turn ta John 14:15 and 16 and read 
the parting words of the Lord Jesus to 
his disciples concerning the keeping of 
his commandments. Notice the promise 
of the Holy Spirit given to abide with 
the followers of Christ “for ever’ (John 
14:16). Notice too the conditions for 
the bearing of fruit, the abiding in 
Christ and his abiding in us, and that 
nothing can he accomplished apart from 
him (John 15: 4-6). 

we 


Here is the secret of practicing the 
teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
here also we see the reason, if his pre- 
cepts are not more evident in our lives. 
A branch on a grape vine does not have 
to strive and struggle and. exert: itself 
in order to bear fruit. If the channel 
in the branch through which the sap flows 
is unobstructed, the fruitbearing will go 
on as long as the branch remains at- 


trifly abide in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our lives are not cluttered up and ob- 
structed by sin or by weights that hinder 
the flow of the Ife stream from our true 
vine the Lord Jesus, our fruitbearing will 
go on without struggle and effort. The 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self- 
control will be produced in our hearts and 
lives just as naturally as grapes appear 
on the vine. 
ye 

What is hindering the flow of the fruit- 
bearing stream in my life? 
Am I willing that Christ should work in 
me both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure? 

Have I told him so? 
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“Your Study Bible” 
in Korean 


waar pastor, teacher, or Christian 
worker, having come to know “Your 
Study Bible,” by the Rev. John Weaver 
Weddell, D.D. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.25, postage 10 cents), 
has not praised God for the wealth of 
deeply inspirational and informational 
truth concerning the Word that is found 
in its pages? This book, as many know, 
is the result of forty years of the most 
intimate Bible study and Scripture search- 
ing of a consecrated Christian pastor. 
The material first appeared as a series 
of articles in The Sunday School Times 
and was later brought together in per- 
manent form. 

Several years ago a missionary of the 
Southern Presbyterian Mission in Korea, 
Mr. Robert T. Coit of Pyengyang, was 
so impressed by the helpfulness of Dr. 
Weddell’s studies that he longed that they 
might be available for nat‘ve Korean 
pastors, seminary student$, and Bible 
school students. Toward this end he has 
had Dr. Weddell’s book translated into 
the Korean Unmun and mixed script, that 
is, the Chinese and the common Korean. 
But the pitifully small salaries of Korean 
pastors, in many instances $20 to $25 a 
month, allow no margin for book pur- 
chases, and if many of them are to have 
the blessing that will come from “Your 
Study Bible,” copies will have to be sent 
them as gifts, rather than sold to de- 
fray the expense of publication. 

About $500 will be needed to get out 
the first small Korean edition. There 
are doubtless many Sunday School Times 
readers who have been helped by “Your 
Study Bible” and who would like to have 
the opportunity of sharing with Korean 
Christians the blessing they have received. 
The Sunday. School Times will be glad 
to pass on to Mr. Coit any gifts that 
you may care to send addressed to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, marked especially for 
“The Korean” Study Bible Fund.” 

Will you not also join with Mr. Coit 
and his co-workers in prayer that the 
whole amount necessary for the first edi- 
tion may speedily be furnished and that 
the way may be opened for the early 





PHILADELPHIA. 


Printing and distribution of the book? 





Just imported 


from England 





What to Teach 


among young people. 


and 


How to Reach the Young 
By GEORGE GOODMAN 
A practical and spiritual. handbook for all workers 


> CONTENTS 





OUR AIM 

PREPARING THE ADDRESS 

BEST FORM OF ADDRESS 
THE ART OF 


EXAMPLES OF STORY TELLING 
TEACHING BY PARABLES 

AND PROVERBS 
ILLUSTRATION 


WITH 117 SUGGESTIVE OUTLINES FOR SCRIPTURE ADDRESSES 
256 pages; only $1.25, postage 10 cents 





tribes. 





strait [narrow] gate: for wide is the gate, 


Adventures With the Bible in Brazil 


By F. C. GLASS 


A thrilling account of pioneering in the work of Bible distribution 
in the interior of Brazil. An unusual book of missionary travel, affording 
a vivid picture of this evangelist-colporteur’s explorations among heathen 
A missionary epic that will interest and inspire young people. 


Profusely illustrated. 220 pages; $1.50, postage 12 cents. 


PLEASE SEND ORDERS TO 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO.,1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia - 














How M uch 
Will it Cost? 


| One fee pays all necessary ex- 


nses both on ship and ae 
or our 62-day Tour to the 
Mediterranean and Holy Land 


SN'T IT a comfort to know in ad- 

vance exactly how much it will cost 

to journey half way around the world? 

Under ordinary circumstances it is impos- 
sible: travel costs are usually uncertain. 

But when you join The Sunday School 
Times party on James Boring’s Annual 
Cruise to the Mediterranean, all ‘uncer- 
tainty is eliminated. One fee, as low as 
$690, covers all expenses both on 
and = except what you may care to 
spend for personal items. 

Neither is there any uncertainty about 
steamship accommodations, hotel rooms, 
automobiles, or guides. A swift, new 
trans-atlantic liner, the S.S. Doric of the 
White Star Line, has been chartered and 
will carry us from port to port. (She will 
be filled with conservative, congenial 
persons whose friendship you will want 
always.) When we make an excursion 
on shore, automobiles, guides, and in some 
cases even special trains will be awaiting 
us. When we are to spend the night on 
land we will find our hotel rooms ready 
and waiting. There will be no wasted 
time or needless expenditures. 

We will sail from New York on on Feb- 
tuary 8, 1928, and our itinerary is most 
comprehensive. It requires sixty-two days 
without stopover, and includes Madeira ; 
Gibraltar; Algeciras, Spain; Algiers; 
Tunis and Carthage; Malta; Athens; 
Constantinople; Beirut, Syria; eleven 
days in Palestine and Egypt; Syracuse, 
Sicily ; five days in Naples and Rome; 
the French Riviera; and an opportunity 
to stop over in Europe to visit London 
and Paris. 


Send the Coupon 


ath nt you with us on the S. S. Doric when we 
sail on ee 1928. You will have every care 
comfort 7". would ny = at none ef Wo 
days not ti to prices have 
oe 2S. aS sintered comes 


ae one | the > a toda: — 


send you a boo 
y ge md upon your — 
meee THE COLPON NOW 
SSS ee SSS SSS SBS BSSES SSeS 
The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
I am interested in the 1928 Sunday 8 


School Times Tour to the Mediterranean, ' 
and Holy Land. Please ask Mr. Boring a 


to send me full particulars. : 
‘ 
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a 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 
a 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘“‘them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's 
Editor of 


idance and blessing of the League.— 
Sunday School Times, 


The World is Hungry! 


T IS said that a lecturer was sent dur- 

ing the war toa certain training camp 
in America, “I have a humorous lec- 
ture,” he announced, “which I have given 
in one or two places; and the boys seem 
to like it. But really I am a preacher, 
and I’ve got a Gospel message. I will 
give you the entertainment or the sermon, 
How many want the entertainment?” 
Three hands went up. “How many want 
the sermon?” Eight hundred hands went 
up. “I tested that same thing all over 
the Southern Department, before a total 
of over four hundred thousand men, and 
always with the same results,” 
ward declared. 

The truth is, the world is hungry for 
something that is not of the world; and 
if it could really find it in the churches, 
find it with the tears and the joy that 
are from above, the world would flock 
to the churches in unaccommodatable mul- 
— May not that day be approach- 
ing 


July 4 to 10 
Mon.—1 Samuel 3 : 1-10. Jehovah Calls Samuel. 


Even in childhood God has to call 
sometimes a second or third, perchance 
even a tenth time, before his voice is 
recognized. How much more so often- 
times in later years when habits are 
fixed and thoughts engrossed! What 
other lessons can be drawn from these 
verses? See the marginal note on verse 
1 in the Scofield Reference Bible. 


Prayer Succestions: Today, if the 
writer is still living, he hopes to spend 
as much as possible of the day in prayer. 
Are there not many others who will join 
him? Not to be seen or heard of men, 
but or Gop. Some objects to remember: 
the Church, local and. universal; our na- 
tion, and all nations; our homes; the 
many who are on our prayer lists. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 3: 11-21. Samuel a Prophet. 


“In that day” (v. 12). God was giv- 
ing Eli time to discipline his house, but 
if he would not, “I will make an end:” 
Note the strong expressions of the fol- 
lowing verse: “I have told him.” Eli 
was amply warned. “He knoweth.” Eli 
knew fully the vileness of his sons, yet 
“restrained them not.” Deserved disci- 
pline withheld*is fatal (v. 14). 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
B. J. S. Mount Carmel Bible School 
(Haifa, Palestine) and all its workers, 
the Revs. S. B. Rohold, Arthur W. Payne, 
and many others, including its students. 
A blessed ministry to the Jews is being 
accomplished through this school. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 7 : 3-12. 
Samuel Interceding for Israel. 


Note the orderly development: verses 
3 and 5, the conditions and promise of 
Mocs » verses 4 and 6, the conditions 
fulfilled; verses 7 to 9, the ease of pre- 


vailing prayer in a time of great need 
when the conditions are met; verses 190 
and 11, the promise fulfilled; verse 12, 


God’s hand fully recognized. When sin 
is thoroughly dealt with, the way of 
prevailing access to God is easy. Christ 
is “the way.” 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Columbia Bible School (Columbia, S. C.), 
and for all similar institutions through- 
out the South. Pray daily for the vari- 
ous Victorious Life Conferences, which 
may be found listed elsewhere in this 
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he after-; 





(Lesson for July 10) JUNE 25, 1927 





Thurs.—1 Samuel 12 : 6-18. 
Admonishing the’ People. 


Samuel as judge had walked blame- 
lessly before Israel (see vs. 1-5); but 
may it not have been in considerable part 
the result of his failure as a father that 
drove Israel to desire a king? (8: 1-6.) 
Whether or not Samuel was at fault, the 
wickedness of Samuel’s sons was great, 
and likewise that of the people in ask- 
ing for a king instead of trusting the 
Lord. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Algiers Mission Band, and very specially 
jor its superintendent, Mr. J. H. Smee- 
ton (Dar Naama, El Biar, Algiers, N. 
Africa). Thank God for the “prayer 
room” of that Mission, and for Mr. Smee- 
ton’s world-wide. ministry through his in- 
tercessory and Bible reading pamphlets. 
Fri.—1 Samuel 12: 1-5, 19-25, 
Samuel’s Farewell. 
“[ will teach you” (v. 23). There are 
two ways of teaching. Many a parent 
teaches the head of a child, but not the 
heart; and then he wonders why his 
child “goes wrong” in later years. If 
the heart as well as the head is not 
brought up in “the right way,” the child 
himself is not trained aright, and the 
promise of Proverbs 22:6 does not apply. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for all the 
Testaments scattered throughout China by 
the Million Testaments for China cam- 
paign. Pray for the International Union 
Mission (Dr. Parley E. Zartmann, Di- 
vccior, 11 West Fifty-third Street, New 
York City), and forall its lines of serv- 
ice at home and abroad, 


Sat.—Acts 20: 22-35. An Apostle’s Farewell. 


One of the most pathetic of all pas- 
sages of Scripture is this. Not only is 
the yearning tenderness of Paul’s shep- 
herdly heart laid bare, but with prophetic 
insight he foresaw and warned Fe, % 
the apostasy that later developed. Oh, 
how few are “pure from the blood of 
all men”! How few “shun not to de- 
clare” the whole counsel of God! 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
ministry of those who are more particu- 
larly stressing the “message of the cross” ; 
Mrs. Penn-Lewis, Gordon Watt, J. C. 
Williams, R. B. Jones, Watkin R. Rob- 
erts, Arthur Harries, Howard: A. Banks, 
and many others: Let “Christ and him 
crucified” be center and circumference of 
our character, our conduct, our conver 
sation. 

Sun.—Psalm 26:1-8. A Life of Integrity. 


“Judge me, O Lord”; for thou alone 
art able to judge righteously. How prone 
we are to judge one another, and how 
unrighteous our judgments may be! Have 
we not developed a tendency to pass judg- 
ment even upon the dead, especially upon 
those’ who seem to us to be “cut off be- 
fore their time”? It used» to be that all 
the good qualities of the departed were 
lovingly mentioned, and they still are, pub- 
licly ; but alas, privately; do we not too 

often say, “His death was a judgment 
from the Lord’? Brother, would you 
wish this to be said of you? Then “judge 
not, that ve be not judged.” Ask God 
for the love that “covers”! Let us pray. 





AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years, 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














No. 2 for You 


Pastors and Superintendents invited to send 
postal tor examination copy. 


Songs of Faith and Tetqm mph No. 2 contains 168 
of the brightest gems our favorites _——— 
-priced collectio: tions, 


found only in hi new Co: 
hone best of the old~+A BOOK YOU NEE ED. 


tions, the 
Examine at our expense. Send postal, give name 


of church or school. 
25c single copy by mail. $15.00 hundred. 
HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phile., Pe. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, i. 


Churches Need 
Trained Women 


Many opportunities await the trained woman, 
Pastor’s Assistants, Educational Directors, = 
sionaries. One, two and three year courses. High 
School Diploma required. Scholarships availab 
Central city location. For booklet address 


Philadelphia School fer Christian Workers 
Box S, 1122 Sprace Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mHe ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, Experience 
. iqnamnelte. Dae Derails | FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 



































BRONZE Taslets 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


In ordering goods, or i making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 








to the package. 
Every package with 

fill-in the bottom line 
an article that every home has use for, and, 
Cost 13c.; sells for 25c. Sample box 25c. 





$25.00 to $50.00 
EASY SPARE TIME PROFITS 


Sell our Embossed Initial Tea Napkins packed three dozen 
Made of the finest Lyn-Kloth Crepe Paper. 


package FREE. 30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepai 
CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


your own initial in Old — Kindly 

quantity of each initial —_ This is 

with our Sample Box, sales are easily pra 
With ae order of 25 packages sample 





GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 











paper. Pray for each speaker, and for 
all who attend. 
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